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I would like more time to study it
With all due respect to the honourable
member who introduced the Bill-—I realise
he has done so on behalf of a member
in another place—1I feel we should all give
more consideration to the matter. I would
be quite prepared to carry on tonight, but
I do not think it would be a reasonable
suggestion. However, we must take our
responsibilities seriously, and we should all
be satisfied we do understand this legisia-
tion. I, for one, do not. If the Bill is
dealt with now, I would have to continue
to oppose it until I was completely satis-
fied.

This is not the right time of thls part
of the session to introduce a RBill such as
this one. I am rather surprised at the
number of members ot the Government
side who supported this measure. Perhaps
they were aware of its contents previousiy.
However, gccording to the comments made
by Mr. Ron Thompson, he was not fully
aware of all the implications. In view of
what I have said, I suggest to Mr. Ferry
that he moves to report progress.

The Hon. F. R. WHITE: Unlike Mr.
Medcalf I have studied this Bill and the
amendments made in 1966 in conjunction
with this amendment and the Act. I am
quite satisfied that difficulties could arise
if the advisory board failed to make a re-
port to the Minister because the Minister
does not have the power to request such
a report.

At this point of time, I feel it may be
desirable to adopt Mr, Medcalf’s suggestion
and report progress, so that every member
can study all the implications of this Bill.

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: In all the clr-
cumstances of the debate that has so far
ensued on this Bill, it is apparent to me
that many members are a little unsure of
the implications of the measure. In view
of the late hour of this particular sitting,
I helieve it would be prudent for me to
move to report progress.

Progress

Progress reported and leave glven to sit
again, on motion by The Hon., V. J, Ferry.

METROPOLITAN WATER SUPPLY,
SEWERAGE, AND DRAINAGE ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Assembly’s Message
Message from the Assembly received and

read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendments made by the Council.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL
THE HON. W. F. WILLESEE (North-
East Metropolitan—Leader of the House}
[6.42 pm.]: I move—
That the House at its rising adjourn
until a date to be fixed by the Presi-
dent.
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Before resuming my seat, I would like to
apologise to the Leader of the Opposition
for the unfortunate event that occurred
this morning. I regret the things I said
and I hope the House will accept that I
dld not think auickly enough. I did not
mean to say the things I said and I regret
them very much.

I thank members for their help and I
thank the Leader of the Opposition very
much for all he has done during this ses-
sion of Parllament.

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 6.43 p.m.

Wegislaitoe Asmsrmbly

Friday, the 2nd June, 1972

The SPEAKER (Mr. Norton) took the
Chair at 11.00 a.m., and read prayers.

MINING REGISTRAR'S OFFICE AND
COURTHOUSE

Southern Cross: Petition

MR. BROWN (Merredin-Yilgarn) [11.05
am.]: I wish to present a petition from
the Royai W.A. Historical Society which
reads as follows:—

To the Hon. the Speaker and Mem-
bers of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australin in
Parliament assembled:

We, the undersigned, urge you to
consider our request that the proposed
Mining Registrar's Office and Court
House be constructed on a new slte
and the old building preserved for the
use of the Southern Cross Branch of
the Historical Soclety.

Your petitioners therefore humbly
pray that your Honourable House will
give this matter urgent consideration
and your petitloners as in duty bound
will ever pray.

I have certified that this petitlon is In
conformity with Standing Orders and it
contains 433 signatures.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the peti-
tion be brought to the Table of the House,

KWINANA-BALGA POWER LINE
Dual Route: Motion

Debate resumed, from the 12th April, on
the following motion by Mr. Thompson:—
That this House deplores the deci-

sion of the Government to adopt a
dual route for the 330kV Kwinana-
Balga power line resulting in environ-
mental desecration and personal hard-
ship to a greater number of people
than would lnes installed along one
route. We ask that the Government
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reconsider the decislon after a report
{s made by Environmental Protection
Authority and that, in any event, they
adhere to the clear recommendation
of the Metropolitan Region Planning
Authority not to construct the lines
through, or near, the Guildford Gram-
mar School.

AR, MAY (Clontarf—Minister for Elec-
tricity) (11.07 am.l: This motion, wh}c‘n
was moved by the member for Darling
Range, has been on the notice paper for
some considerable time, It is my intention
to reply to it in detail. The matter _has
been publicly debated on many occasions
and I feel it is time the State Flectricity
Commission was allowed to get down to
business, because survey work, which is
so essentizl for ensuring that the trans-
mission lines are erected by 1975, is being
retarded.

Mr., Thompson:
retarded?

Mr. MAY: A great deal of what the
member for Darling Range sald in his
motion is repetition and my reply, of
necessity, must be repetitive. I propose to
deal with the various aspects of his motion
in the order in which he raised them; but,
before doing so, I wish to make a general
statement by way of preface.

I consider that where the honourable
member has ventured his opinions on
technical matters, he has cast reflections
on the technical abillty and the integrity
of purpose of the State Electricity Com-
mission and its officers. The Sfate Elec-
tricity Commission exists fo serve the
community. Its proposals for these power
lines are for that and no other purpose.

The Government has gone fo con-
sidgerable lengths to inform itself on this
matter. In technical areas it has accepted
the guldance of its officers and it is satis-
filed it has been correctly and honestly
advised.

In other areas, such as aesthetics, and
environmental and soclal aspects, a great
deal of time has been spent by individual
members of the Government, including the
Premier, the respective Ministers, and
members of Cabinet who have personally
inspected the proposed routes at critteal
points—in some instances, on more than
one occasion. Representatives of the shires
and the Guildford Grammar School Coun-
¢ll have been met by the previous Minister
and myself, the chairman, and the gene-
ral manager of the commission as
requested by those bodles. Hence, the
matter has been dealt with exhaustively
by technical and nontechnical people, as
appropriate,

I know that several commission officers
spent some time with the member for
Darling Range in an endeavour to explain
to his satisfaction certain technical aspects
which he had raised in the House on a

How 1is it beihg
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previous occasion. 1t was believed that the
honourable member was satisfied. Indeed,
he declared his satisfaction to those pre-
sent but now he has reopened the subject
and redceclared the decision as belng
ridiculous.

I now deal with the points in the order
In which they appear in the honourable
member’s speech. He avers that splitting
the lines to follow two routes will have
greater impact than if both lines were to
be in one reserve. It can be categorically
stated to the contrary that a single line
of towers will have much less visual impact
and effect on the terrain in any one place
than a double line of towers. From the
point of view of resldents in the vicinity
or a visitor or casual observer, the slngle
line would be preferable.

The SPEAKER: There
audible conversation.

Mr. MAY: The history of events recited
by the honourable member In the next
part of his motion is generally agreed,
although some statements such as that
the Metropolitan Reglon Planning Autho-
rity thought the lines would he & complete
eyesore, do not appear to be supported.
Also there is a quibble as to whether the
line is on the foothills or not. The point
is that rightly or wrongly, the line in front
of the hills has become popularly—possibly
one might say unpopularly—known as the
“foothills” line and the other as the
‘‘escarpment” line,

There is little comment which can he
made on these remarks of the
honourable member, except to say that he
is inconsistently keen to accept the
M.R.P.A'’s casual recommendation in con-
nection with Guildford Grammar Schogl,
but not its considered recommendation
for the foothills route which was made
after exhaustive study of the problem as
the authority saw it, in full knowledge that
the route would site a double row of
towers very close to the green belt which
the authority had been instrumental in
planning and reserving.

The member for Darling Range makes
much of the outery against the foothills
route. It is agreed that there was an
outcry from residents and others objecting
to the foothills route. There was also
protest about the route then under con-
sideration between officers of the Siate
Electricity Commission and the various
shires. This objection was muted, no
doubt, by the vehemence of the other pro-
tests, in the belief that the foothills route
was the most likely to be chosen. These
okjections were mainly from conservation-
ist groups and departmentally from forests
and water supply people.

It is not correct to say that the major
concern of the MR.P.A. was that the
pylons should not break the skyline over
the escarpment. The authority pointed
out that the foothills route would avoid

is too much
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a great deal of clearing, it would be shorter
and hence, in its opinion, much cheaper.
While a shorter route would result in
cheaper line construetion costs, the overall
cost would probabiy be as high as or higher
than the alternative because of the very
high cost of land resumption which would
have been necessary. Whether the M.R.P.A.
or the S.E.C. were right onh the score of
costs is not important at this stage, but
the authority’s recommendation was not
made on the one point of aesthetics, as
claimed by the honourable member.

The member for Darling Range said, “At
a public meeting held in January, 1971, 1
was virtually in the hot seat because at
the time the decision on the route of the
line would have to be made by the Gov-
ernment of the party to which I belonged
and of which I was a candidate in the
coming election.” He has obviously been
concerned with the impact of this work
which is to serve the whole community,
from the peoint of view of its effect on his
electoral chances.

I think it is irrelevant as to what under-
taking the Leader and Deputy Leader of
the Liberal Party gave the honourable
member on the matter or on the reference
to the environmental authority.

It is interesting to note, although the
Leader of the Country Party in the pre-
vipus Government was the Minister for
Electricity, there is no mention that the
member for Darling Range had any dis-
cussion with the previous Minister for
Electricity. He made no mention of the
fact that the Leader of the Country Parly
had given him an assurance.

My, Jamieson: The Leader of the
Country Party was the Minister for Elee-
tricity, that is why.

Mr. MAY: The present Government was
not satisfied with the legislative position
left by the previous Government and has
now attended to that matter, That decision
was the responsibility of the present Gov-
ernment and no apology is made for its
accepting that responsibility. I will com-~
ment later on the reference which was
made by the Government to the Director
of Environmental Protection seeking his
advice while the legislation was pending.
As the honourable member has said, the
State Electricity Commission said it would
survey and cost both routes and take
other aspects into account. This was done.

He then recounts the effects of rumours
as to the location of the lines on property
owners. It is a regrettable fact that, where
projects such as this involving land and
homes are conceérned, there can be un-
certainties as to whether a certain pro-
perty is to be affected or not and to the
extent of such effects. People have been
brought into the picture as much as pos-
sible and many land and property owners
on the routes have been served with notices
as required by the Act, telling them of in-
tention to enter and survey.
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Sir David Brand: T do not like to in-
terrupt the Minister, but I have heen
thinking and I remember that we discussed
this matter in Cabinet. We made an an-
nouncement that it would bhe referred to
the environmental authority as we had
anticipated. This was not done without
the knowledge of the Minister,

Mr, MAY: No announcement was ever
made that it would be referred to the en-
vironmental authority.

Mr. Court: There was a public meeting
about it.

Mr. MAY: Until such surveys are com-
pleted, it is impossible to be precise as to
the effect on a particular property. Indeed,
adjustments made to mitigate hardship
on one owner can adversely affect another.

The member for Dale will appreciate this
particular point.

This is one reason the commission has
strenuously sought to avoid housing areas
wherever possible. Senior officers of the
commission have always been willing to
talk personally to property owners, either
in the office or at the owner's home, to
explain the project and the effect on the
particular property. Many people have had
their uncertainties and fears allayed in
this way.

At the present time approximately 20
miles of the lines have been accurately
surveyed and the owners over this dis-
tance know exactly the extent of the effect
on their properlics. The honourable
member sald that a considered reply by
the previous Minister had indicated that
two lines properly installed on a common
reserve would provide the necessary secu-
rity. He contrasts this with the commis-
sion’s view that two separated routes are
necessary for security of supply, and im-
plies a lack of consistency. This is a case
where the technical aspects have not been
praperly understood and a statement has
been improperly Mfted out of context.

What was said was that two lines pro-
perly constructed in the same clearing
would not be vulnerable to simultaneous
outage from the same event, and the event
under discussion was lightning, Because
of the manner in which the question was
raised, it did not emerge that lines in the
same relatively narrow clearing would,
however constructed, be subject to simul-
taneous outage by bushfires or other
interference. The risk under discussion at
the time was only that of lightning, as the
lgon%urable member should have remem-

ered.

The route originally under discusston
between the commission's staff and officers
of the various shires very largely traversed
already cleared valleys which themselves
would have provided the separation and
freedom from risk of bushfires which is
essential.
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Mr. Thompson: Before you go on, could
I just ask you why it was that the com-
mission previously agreed to both lines
along the one reserve but when the
M.R.P.A. became involved they came back
and said that for technical reasons the
line must be split. Were they technically
incorrect originally?

Mr. MAY: The commission locked at
the situation after considering all the_ln-
formation passed on to it by the various
shires and ratepayers. All its decisions are
subject to further investigation if suffi-
cient evidence is presented to warrant it.
The commission always does this and it is
doing it at the moment in the member
for Dale’s area.

Mr. Thompson: It intended to run both
lines along a common reserve and this was
investigated for a number of years. A
model was constructed of how the line
would pass from Bickley Valley to Helena
Valley—so it was not just a casual recom-
mendation. The matter had been leoked
into.

Mr. Jamieson: That was technically
unsound, and this was proved in Adelaide.

Mr. MAY: However, when the aesthetic
and environmental aspects of this parti-
cular route were further examined, it was
decided that separation into two routes
would be necessary to meet both these
features and the technical requirement of
safety and reliability.

An incident in South Australia on Sun-
day, the 9th April, as reported in the South
Australian and Western Australian Press,
indicates the vulnerability of transmission
lines which are close together to outage
from the same event,

Incidentally, I was in Adelaide when this
fire took place. In this case, the bushfire
in the Adelaide hills caused a major
blackout in Adelaide itself because two
parallel lines were simuiltaneously affected.
It is this possibility the commission is
seeking to avoid by separation of the lines.

The honourable member next mentions
the minor amendments which have been
made to the routes. When it was said that
the escarpment rcute was the most east-
erly and the foothills route the most
westerly that could be taken, it was not
intended to convey that minor amend-
ments would not be possible as the surveys
developed. It is hoped that the honourable
member did not intend any criticism of
the actions taken.

Mr. Thompson: Nat at all.

Mr, MAY: The member for Darling
Range then proceeded to discourse on the
prospects of duplication of the low-tower
section of the foothills route by ecither a
second row of towers or cables. The tech-
nical and physical facts given by him are
not disputed and are indeed consistent
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with the information given by the com-
mission. However, when the member for
Darling Range ventures into interpretation
of these facts, a note of caution must be
sounded. Duplication of the line by erec-
tion of a parallel set of towers in the same
clearing is one way of meeting the future
need to upgrade the capacity of the line,
always remembering that the second set
of conductors would not in fact be a
second line in the electrical sense.

It is agreed that present {echnology and
cost does not permit the use of under-
ground cables for this section of the line.

However, it is surely not unfair for the
prospect to be raised, as it would be a very
bold or foolish man who entirely dis-
counted the possibility of a technological
breakthrough in the next 10 to 15 years
when it is recognised that leading cable-
making firms are working on these prob-
lems and considerable research is being
applied to the use of super-conducting
materials and the application of the
science of eryogenics.

The member for Darling Range also re-
ferred to what he considered t¢ be a pre-
judging of the case to have bheen pre-
sented by the Shire of Kalamunda. This
must be considered in context with the
fact that there had heen several meetings
of representatives of the Kalamunda Shire
and their views were already known. Hence
it was most unlikely that their submissions
could introduce new issues likely to change
materially the decision which had been
taken. I believe the quoted remark to have
been fair comment and not indicative of
an intention to be prejudicial to their in-
terests. In fact, alterations were made
which met some of the shire’s ¢bjections
and while these were minor in respect of
physical deviation, they were of impor-
tance to the shire. 1t was of satisfaction
to the shire that its representation was
sympathetically and genuinely received.

I have in my possession a letter from the
shire indicating it was satisfied we had
met its representatives and had made such
deviations as were satisfactory to the shire
members.

Mr. Thompson: My speech also indicates
much the same, because I did state that
what is now proposed was considerably
better than the original proposai.

Mr. MAY: The concession made was
principally because it was desired to avoid
the housing development and it was a side
but important benefit that this also per-
mitted the avoidance of the Maida Vale
Primary School and the golf course. 1
think the member for Darling Range may
recall that I indicated some time ago that
during the course of several inspections we
made around the foothills area there was
a sign up in the trees about half a mile
from where the lines were to go.
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Mr. Thompson: They were not accur-
ately spaced, but the line, originally, was
to have been placed 200 or 300 feet away
on the contour level which is considerably
further east than where they were to be
placed.

Mr. MAY: We have pointed out ip the
honourable member why we changed the
route. It is difficult to give a sei route
until a survey has been made. Once the
survey has taken place we then settle on
a particular route.

Mr. Thompson: They were fairly ac-
curate at that time, you know.

Mr. MAY: At that time?
Mr. Thompson: Yes.

Mr. MAY: I will return to the point
where I mentioned that we would avoid
the Maida Vale Primary School and the
galf course. This was in fact arranged and
the people in the area—and I think the
Hawkevale Council—were quite happy we
were able to help them in this respect.

Much has been said of the need for
submission of the proposed route to the
Environmental Protection Authority. I
have already commented on the fact that
the Government desired to establish the
Environmental Protection Authority with
adequate Iegislative power, but at the
same time this situation had not been
reached. There were, however, several
discussicns with Dr. O'Brien and he
accompanied at least one of the parties
which inspected the main portions aof the
route. Dr. O'Brien was again consulted
before Cabinet considered the recom-
mendation it had received from the State
Electricity Caommission.

It is on record, of course, that Dr.
O’Brien recommended the escarpment
route first, to be followed by a second
line, preferably parallel to the first. Un-
fortunately, this timing and method would
not have been acceptable in the tech-
nical sense, as one row of towers, even
strung on both sides, would only be
equivalent, electrically, to one line and as
such would not provide the necessary
security. Similarly, two rows of towers in
the one clearing would expose both lines
to the risk of simultaneous outage from
bushfires, as mentioned before,

These incompatibilities were recognised
by Dr. O'Brien’s Minister who, after dis-
cussion, agreed with the commission's
recommendation and Cabinet’s confir-
mation of it. I{ must also be realised
that, apart from a technical disability,
the proposal bv Dr. O'Brien would have
been more costly.

The concern expressed by the member
for Darling Range on behalf of the Guild-
ford Grammar School could be shared by
all having regard for preservation of
features of aesthetic and nhistorie value, if
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these features were in danger. It is sub-
mitted that this iz not the case. The line
will be an appreciable distance from the
schnpl chapel and the existing buildings.
It will cross at a position where the flood
plains approach almost to the road. The
plans submitted to the commission by the
school architects indicate playing fields
and ornamental lakes in the vicinity of
the line which closely follows the route
recommended by the architects,

We met the Swan-Guildford Shire
representatives, the ratepayers, and the
representatives of the S.EC. on one
occasion and it was suggested by the
shire that we look at an alternative route;
one that would cross the Great Eastern
Highway, the railway line, and deviate
a little further to the east in order to
allow the Guildford Grammar School to
have a greater area.

Mr, Nalder:
native route?

They suggested an alter-

Mr. May: Yes, this was suggested by
the Swan-Guildford Shire.

Mr. Thompson: It was not suggested by
the Guildford Grammar School.

Mr. MAY: No, the Guildford Grammar
School suggested a further alternative
route which was further east where it
would cross another residential area and
would go past the Governor Stirling High
School, with a pylon located just outside
the historic Woodbridge home. This
was the third alternative route suggested
by the Guildford Grammar Schoocl which,
incidentally, would still have passed
through the school grounds.

This route was not acceptable to the
Government, because 1t meant demolish-
ing homes in which elderly people have
lived all their lives. The Government
would have been obliged to demclish those
homes or resume the land for the purpose
of putting the line through. The second
alternative route suggested by the Swan-
Guildford Shire was to cross the railway
line practically at the same point as the
proposed route, hut instead of going across
the low-lying land it would have been
deviated slightly to the east. In the opinion
of the Swan-Guildford Shire this was a
good compromise and I said that if we
could reach agreement with the Guild-
ford Grammar School we would be pre-
pared, as a CGovernment, to deviate the
power lines as suggested. The shire rep-
resentatives had a meeting with the rep-
resentatives of the Guilldford Grammar
School and all of those who attended that
meeting said that as far as they were con-
cerned they were quite happy that the
State Electricity Comimission had bent
over backwards to please the Guildford
Grammar School, and that this aliterna-
tive was the only one that was satisfactory.
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We had numerous discussions with them
and they still feel that we have gone as
far as we can go in trying to please every-
body.

Mr. Lewis:
school?

Mr. MAY: Yes, and also keeping clear of
the historic Woodbridge home. Only 5 per
cent. of the 180 acres which comprise
the Guildford Grammar School would be
affected by the easement of this line,

Mr, Thompson: Are you aware.of any
houses anywhere on the route which will
be demolished?

Mr. MAY: Whenever possible we will
resume houses like those in the Armadale-
Kelmscott-Gosnells area. One particular
house we have resumed will be lgsed as an
office and construction area until the line
is completed.

Mr. Thompson: The peint is that some
people are to have thelr homes demolished.
Their age does not matter.

Mr. MAY: But not in a concentrated
area, The Gulldford district is & concen-
trated built-up area.

Mr, Thompson: The thing Is that some
people are being put out.

Mr. MAY: Is it not a far better propo-
sition for the line to go through an area
in which no-one will be affected at all? The
route will not affect Guildford people at all.

Mr. Thompson: It has been stated that
it will.

Mr. MAY: It has been said that the line
will Interfere with the flying of kites and
tay aeroplanes. If the honcurable member
considers the Leeuwin training centre he
will realise the power lines there go right
over the top of the foothall ground and the
dormitories and the previous Government
told those concerned at Leeuwin that if
they were worried at all during the follow-
ing 12 months to two years the matter
would be reconsidered.

Mr. Gayfer: Are kites flown outside this
House?

Mr, MAY: I can assure members that
they have been over this particular issue!

The line will not adversely affect the
use of the land for the purposes the school
has in mind and in support of this I have
already mentioned the playing flelds at
Leeuwin which are crossed by g high vol-
tage transmission line on towers, and for
which full concurrence of the Common-
wealth and naval authorities was forth-
coming.

I cannot understand the honourable
member’s reference to the division of the
school by Great Eastern Highway. Pre-
sumably the school authorities chose to
build on both sides of the highway in the
knowledge of any disability which it would
present,

Still keeping clear of the
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Mr. Thompson: I wish the member for
Swan was here now.

Mr. MAY: Certainly the fransmission
line will not divide the school physically
and there will be no restriction of activity,
traffic, or movement of people under ar
along the line. Buildings for accommoda-
tion of people would not be permitted
underneath for a limited distance each
side of the centre line, but minor un-
occupied buildings such as greenhouses
and the like would be permitted.

I have commented earlier on the rele-
vance and weight of the Metropolitan
Region Planning Authotity's preference
that Guildford Grammar School be
avoided, and it should now be pointed out
that its plans supporting its foothills route
prapesal do not give any alternative and
show the line passing through the school
grounds as proposed by the commission.

The honourable member can be assured
that the commission has sought strenu-
ously to find an alternative to crossing the
Guildford Grammar School grounds, but
could do this only by purchase and demo-
lition of a considerable number of houses.
The rail reserve from Bellevue to Swan
View was also examined and found un-
suitable. There has been no lack of appli-
cation to this problem by the commission's
engineers.

The honourable member mentioned the
proposed power station north of the city
and asks for this to be taken into con-
sideration, Surely he saw sufficient of the
commission’s computerised Ioad flow and
other studies when he visited the com-
mission’s office by invitation so that these
things could be explaineqd, to realise that
such consideration is fundamental to the
commission’s planning. It is g reflection
on the commission and its staff to imply
that these matters would not ke given the
fullest attention and I can only hope that
he did not have that intention.

Mr. Thompson: Could I say that when
I went down to see the commission's
of{icers I was convinced that & number of
things I believed were entirely wrong,
From then I dropped my opinion that lines
of 132kV would do the job. In no way
do I refiect on the ability of the engineers
of the commission.

Mr. MAY: The honourable member's
opinions in this technical matter are in
the nature of an intrusion inte an area
in which he is not competent to speak;
and I accept the explanation he has Jjust
given,

The Government will develop a northern
power station when it is necessary and,
more importantly, when there is an ade-
quate supply of suitable fuel at the right
price. Such & station would not reduce
in any way the need for the lines under
discussion.
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The honourable member then referred to
supposed individual engineers' viewpoints
that one line of towers strung on both sides
would not be all that impracticable, I do
not know what these rather qualified view-
points mean. For simplicity I will state
the official viewpoint which has the weight
of acceptance of responsibility behind it.

One row of towers strung on one side as
one line would not provide the duplication
necessary for security. One raw of towers
strung on both sides as two lines is con-
sidered electrically only as secure as one
line from lightning, bushfires, and other
risks.

Two rows of towers strung on one or
both sides and in the same clearing are
considered as two separgte lines in res-
pect of lightning risk, but as one line in
respect of risk of outage caused by hush-
fires. Two rows of towers in two routes
strung on one or both sides as required hy
capacity, provide maximum security from
all risks.

I regret that the time of this House has
been taken up with this long comment on
the member for Darling Range’s motion.
but it has been necessary to dispose of
point by point as raised.

In conclusion, I would like to say we
are endeavouring to be flexible about the
route this transmission line will follow. At
present, from the southern terminal we
are up to the Armadale area and we ate
having talks with the Armadale-Kelm-
seatt-CGiosnells people with a view to reselv-
ing some problems there. From the
northern terminal the survey s approxi-
mately to the Guildford Grammar School
and it i5 essential that the survey teams
get on with the work as quickly as pos-
sible to ensure the lines are completed by
1975,

It is a diffienlt project involving
$20,000,000, end if any further delays
oceur the costs will be increased, and we
would certainly be unable to get the lines
through on time.

Concerning the power lines themselves,
I have been overseas and interstate, and
only yesterday I was speaking to the
member for Northam who indicated what
he saw when he was in Germany and the
United Kingdom. It is unfortunate that
these llnes are everywhere at present. 1
do not say it is right.

The SPEAKER: Order! There is too
much talking.

Mr. MAY: However, it is not technically
or economically possible to put them under-
ground at this stage. Obviously this will
come eventually. We are fortunate in Wes-
tern Australia that we have very few
power lines traversing our countryside,
and I sincerely trust that this line from the
southern terminal through Armadale-
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Kelmscott-Gosnells, along the foothills to
the northern terminal, will cater for the
situation for many years to come.

Mr. Thompson: Will you acknowledge
that after I went to see the commission's
officers following the announcement of
the first decision, 1 did not enter into any
public debate or controversy until the de-
cisipn was announced by you? That was
a fact.

Mr. MAY: I am not aware of it, but I
will not refute what the honourable mem-
ber says. However, I wlil say one thing:
During the whole time I have been engaged
in this matter, I have not received a single
deputation from the member for Darling
Range,

Mr. Thompson: I presented one to the
previous Minjster.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Moiler.

LAND AGENTS ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 12th April.

MR. T. D. EVANS (Kalgoorlie—
Attorney-General) [11.39 a.m.): This Bill
was introduced by the member for Vasse.
Before dealing specifically with the
measure I feel it is desirable to mention
that the prineipal Act, which was No, 9 of
1922, was last reprinted in 1964. When one
looks at the amendments which have been
effected sinece 1084 and one seeks and
reasonably succeeds in writing them into
the last reprint, one can well imagine the
legislation appears as if it has been some-
what mangled in a washing machine, I
give an undertaking to the House that
after determination has been made on
this measure the Act will again be re-
printed, I am sure it will then be in a more
easily readable form for those who have
recourse to it,

On the surface this Act, perhaps, would
not have a great deal of public appeal.
However, it is one of extreme lmportance
because public polley is concerned so0 much
with the operation of the Act and the
philosophy within its provisions.

One of the princ¢ipal objects of an Act
of this type is to improve the standard
of qualifications of land agents. Hence,
since 1964 steps have been taken to pre-
serve the interests of the public and to
ensure that standards of land agents, so
far as qualifications are concerned, are
clearly defined and, indeed, maintained.

Any proposed amendments which are
presented to Parliament for conslderation
should be viewed with care and examined
to ensure that they meet the philosophy
behind this Act. If such proposed amend-
ments are found to be contrary to the
policy of the Act then I am sure they will
be rejected by Parlinment,
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The member for Vasse, in introducing
this Bill, has highlighted a case which, I
understand, concerns one individual per-
son. A provision in the Act appears to be
inflexible, or is lacking in sufficient flexi-
bility to meet the situation which exists
in the case discovered by the honourable
member.

It is true that Parliament does not
always look kindly upon legislation which
is brought forward to serve the Interests
of one individual person even though it
may be said that whilst In the instant case
only one individual is suffering from an
apparent inadequacy, it could well be that
others are affected and it becomes a gues-
tion of determining the issue on its merits
rather than leoking at It in relation to a
particular individual,

Having said that, I have come to the
conclusion that I could not recommend to
the Government the support of the Bill
in its present form. Whilst it could well
be that there was some merit in the case
of the individual the member for Vasse
has in mind, it is the view of the committee
which administers this Act that the pro-
posed amendment, in the form presented to
this Chamber, could react against the
philosophy of the Statute and make 1t
possible for persons less worthy to seek
and obtain registration as land agents.

However, I am pleased to be able to
indicate that the member for Vasse has
given notice of a proposed amendment to
his Bill. The amendment will, in effect,
eliminate the nature of the original meas-
ure and convert it into something of a
different type. In other words, if I could
be forgiven for using the expression, it will
become a horse of a different colour.

1 indicate I am prepared to support the
Bill at the second reading stage, but let
it be clearly understood that my support
is to enable the member for Vasse to move
his proposed amendment. I would not like
it to be considered that by supporting the
Bill at the second reading stage I am sup-
porting the provisions which now appear in
the Bill.

I do not feel it is incumbent upon me to
explain the effect of the proposed amend-
ment. I am sure the member for Vasse
will do that and I am sure he will
do it adequately. For that reason I
content myself by indicating that the
Government will support the second read-
ing of the Bill for the reasons outlined.

MR. GRAYDEN (South Perth) {[11.46
am.]: May I say I am delighted to hear
the statement made by the Attorney-
General. He has taken a most reasonable
attitude to the amendment put forward by
the member for Vasse, and as g conse-
quence the Bill will at least pass in this
House. If it is also passed in another place
it will reectify a glaring anomaly which
exists in the present legislation.

Mr. Hartrey: Hear, hear!
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_ Mr. GRAYDEN: The member for Vasse
introduced this Bill mainly because of the
situation in which a firm in his electorate
found_ itself. The firm of Killerby’s has
heen in business for 57 years and it has
been responsible for a tremendous amount
of 1-ea] estate business. In actual fact,
approximately 40 per cent. of its business
15 in real estate. Anvone who has observed
the. advertisements in TWe West Aus-
tralian, in respect of country real estate,
would have seen that Killerby's is respon-
sible for a huge proportion of the adver-
tisements which are inserted.

The firrm was placed in the position
where one of its employees, who was regis-
tered a2s a land agent, died. Under the
brovisions of the Act the firm could not
continue to operate and that was anp
extrao_rdmary situation. Killerby’s has
been in existence for 57 years but was
placed in the position of not being able to
operate simply because one individual who
held the license died.

The member for Vasse has introduced
this Bill to overcome that situation which
does not apply merely to the firm men-
tioned. I understand it also applies to 14
o' 15 other firms of which we are aware
and which are affected in exactly the
same way.

When this Bill was first suggested
by the member for Vasse, a person
in my electorate came to me and
pointed out that he was in partnership
with his father. He had been working in
the business for several years and was
actually taking a course to qualify as an
estate agent. He said that if his father
died it would mean he would simbly go ouf
of bhusiness because the Act made no pro-
vision for an occurrence of that kind. Very
shortly after that representation to me
the father did die.

I understand the man js married and
has children, and he alse has a home. He
was In partnership with his father who
held the license, but the father died. Is that
man to go out of business simply because
there Is no provision in the Act for such
a situation? Under the Act as it stands he
would have to go out of business.

In those circumstances I welcome the
Bill which has been introduced by the
member for Vasse. The amendment
foreshadowed, which appears on the
notice paper, will cover the situation I
have mentioned. The Minister will be able
to make a decision on such a situation and
will be able to direct that licenses be
issued to individuals.

The letter I received from Mr. O’Neil,
the individual I mentioned, was to this
effect—

I am in parthership with my father,
who is the licensee on behalf of the
partnership, and at present 1f any-
thing should happen to him, I am
left without a license to operate, even
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though I have worked with him for
the last six years and in partnership
for the last 24 years. With the pro-
posed amendment it is to cover com-
panies only and not partnerships. At
present I am studying for the neces-
sary qualifications, but I want some-
thing that will give me the security
until I can obtain the qualificatlions.
Therefore, I would like te see the word
partnerships appear in the proposed
amendments.

The member for Vasse has now indicated
that he wishes to amend the Bill. The
amendment he proposes is all-embracing
and will cover a situation such as that
described in the letter I have quoted.

It has been suggested that if the per-
son who holds the license dies the firm can
employ someone to ‘“‘dummy” for it. 1
think that is a very unsatisfactory state of
affairs. “Dummying” takes place in rgspect.
of builders, and I do not think this is the
solution to the problem. If a parpnershlp
or firm brings in another person In these
circumstances, that person becomes
acquainted with all sorts of confidential
information, and he can then leave the
firm and take that Information away with
him. I support the Bill and I am sure it
will overcome the anomalies to which
reference has been made.

ME. MENSAROS (Floreat) [11.52 am.]):
I am glad the Attorney-General indicated
that the Government supported tl:lis pro-
posed amendment. I agree with him that
there may be cause for some mlsglylngs
about legislation which refers to one indi-
vidual case. Even so, there has prev_iously
been such legislation, and I think this Bill
should be considered on its merits. This
legislation will not apply {o one individual
case only, although it might have been
initiated for that reason. As the member
for South Perth said, there have been
many such cases, and indeed one came to
my notice about the time this legislation
was introduced.

A licensed estate agent lost his license
simply because the renewal notice did not
reach him. These licenses are renewed in
the same way as driving lcenses are re-
nawed. A notice is sent out and one returns
{t with the requisite fee. In the case about
which I am speaking, through some mis-
hap the renewal notice did not reach the
person concerned. He was prepared to
make & statutory declaration that no per-
son in his office had recelved such a re-
newal notice. There is no onus on the
court to send out a renewal notice, and
this person therefore lost his license. He
wished to license salesmen in his office and
when he asked for a license for that pur-
pose it turned out that he was not licensed
and had worked for a Yyear without a
license. Perhaps it may be said there was
a degree of negligence in not attending to
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the matter properly, but if renewal notices
were sent out as a matter of routine pecple
would not have to make notes in their
diaries.

I understand the proposed amendment
will apply not anly to firms which have
individuals acting for them hut also to
individual people, and that it will give the
Minister discretion to decide whether or
not the case has merit.

The Attorney-General is not here to
advise me but I believe the amendment
will apply retrospectively. In the case I
mentioned the license was lost more than
a year ago. The person concerned applied
for another license but his application was
refused because, according to the Statute,
he could not be granted ancther one. If
this Bill is passed, I hope the Attorney-
General will give consideration to this
case. I cannot see why such a person as I
menttoned should not be able to apply for
another lcense.

MR. W. A. MANNING (Narrogin) [11.56
am.]: I wish to support the Bill. The
Attorney-General said the member for
Vasse was moving this amendment to cover
& particular case. I would llke to advise
the Attorney-General that I have been
surprised at the number of cases to which
this amendment will apply, where the
position could be very serious if the per-
son holding the license died. I rise simply
to say the Bill does not cover one parti-
cular case and I regard it as a worth-while
amendment.

MR. BLAIKIE (Vasse) [11.57 am.]l: I
thank those members who have taken part
in the debate on my Bill to amend the
Land Agents Aet, and I thank the
Attorney-General for his comments and
his indication of support for my amend-
ment in the Committee stage.

Quite frankly, six or eight months ago
I knew very little about the Land Agents
Act. I agree with the Attorney-General
that it is a very sloppy and loose Aet and I
was pleased to hear him say that in the
next session of Parliament it would be
amended. I have found many other glar-
ing anomalies in the Act.

I think it is essential to realise why the
Act was formulated in the first instance.
I believe it was intended to provide a safe-
guard for the publie, protection for the
real estate industry, and some form of
ethical code for the industry. We all know
that the industry has gone a long way and,
by and large, it has done a reasonable job.

My amendment was certainly brought
forward because of an individual case
which occurred in my electorate. The
company concerned was Killerby's of Bus-
selton. The holder of the license died on
the 8th June last year, and at the time of
his death the company found itself unable
to obtain a license under the Act as it
existed.
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The Bill amends section 4(2b) (iii) of the
principal Act, which states—

a company declared by the Minister
on the recommendation of the Com-
mittee to be a company in relation
to which this subsection applies.

There was an avenue for the Land Agents
Supervisory Committee of Australia to
grant a license to the company concerned
to continue its operations. However, suh-
sequent appeals made to that committee
were not successful, and eventually an
appeal was made to the Attorney-General,
I will not read out the letter written to me
by the Attorney-General on behalf of
Killerby’s on the 21st September; suffice
to say that in the last line of his letter he
said that there is no action he can take to
assist.

I feel a miscarriage of the basic inten-
tion of the Act has occurred. I would
mention that Killerby's has operated
since 1915. As far as I can ascertain from
the research I have undertaken the com-
pany has beeh a member of the Real Estate
Institute sinee 1941, and in checking
through the records of the institute I could
find no instance of any person or persons
discrediting or questioning the ability or
professional conduct of the company. I
believe that a company which has operated
for that period withoui any complaints
against it has a tremendous record of
which it may be justifiably proud.

I was confronted with the situation of
one of my constituents having a problem
which could not he overcome, and the only
selution was to seek permission of the
House to introduce this Bill. I reallse that
it is a dangerous practice to have legisla-
tion introduced by private members; how-
ever, since the Bill has been before the
House I have been approached on numer-
ous occasions by firms which have said
that the Act does not cater for their prob-
lerns. I have no doubt that other members
have also been approached in this regard.
For this reason I propose to move an
amendment during the Committee stage.

I would like to thank the member for
South Perth for the contribution he made
and the assistance he has given me. I also
thank the member for Floreat and the
member for Narrogin., With those few
words I thank the House and ask mem-
bers to support the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commitlee

The Deputy Chairman of Committees
(Mr. A. R. Tonkin} in the Chair; Mr,
Blajkie in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1 put and passed.
Clause 2: Section 4 amended—

Mr. BLAIKIE: I seek the indulgence of
the Committee, because it is my intention
to ask members to vote against the clause
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as printed as I iniend to move to have
the proposal in my name on the notice
paper inserted In its place. I also seek the
indulgence of the Aitorney-General. As a
result of the late stage at which this
measure is being debated, and realising
that time is limited, I would ask the Attor-
ney-General to request the Legislative
Council to debate the Bill today. I appre-
ciate this may be difficult; however, if the
Bill is not introduced into the Legislative
Council today it may be held over until
August,

Mr. T. D. EVANS: This Bill has already
passed the other House of the Legislature.

Mr. Williams: No, it was introduced here
by the member for Vasse.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: In that event I would
agree with the member for Vasse that the
Committee should vote against clause 2. I
will undertake to have the proposed
amendment moved in another place,

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr. A, R.
Tonkin): I think we are wasting too much
time. I understand the member for Vasse
has suggested to the Committee that it
vote against this clause. I suggest that
is not what he wants. I am being lenient
in this regard.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: In the light of your
remarks, Mr., Deputy Chairman, I would
recommend to the Committee that it vote
for the clause as printed. The amendment
will then be made in another place.

Clause put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report

Bill reported, without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr.
Blaikie, and transmitted to the Council.

COCKBURN SOUND DEVELOPMENT
Master Plan. Motion

Debate resumed, from the 19th April, on
the following motion by Mr. Rushton:—

That in the opinion of this House,
in view of the evidence given to the
Commonwealth Standing Committee
on public works at the recent public
hearings in Perth about the Navy's
plans for Garden Island, the obvious
advanced stage of the Navy's research
work and the magnitude of the pro-
ject, and the anticipated early Com-
monwealth decisions following the
Committee’s report, there should be a
top level study—with independent spe-
cialist consultants if need be—to pro-
duce a master plan for the integrated
development of Cockburn Sound and
all of the shire council areas immedi-
ately involved, especially as estimates
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of at least $150 million of Fremantle
Port Authority installations alone are
in contemplaticn.

In considering this plan, it is im-
portant to have regard for the fact
that the future of some of the towns
and particularly Rockingham is at the
crossroads. Therefore this master plan
needs to have regard to such things
as:—

(a) the future of towns like Rock-
ingham which involve close
association with develepments
in Cockburn Sound;

(b) Point Peron reserve;
{c) the future of beaches;

{(d) the future of Kwinana Beach
and township;

(e) provision for industry gene-
raliy;

(f} Fremantle Port Authority in-
stallations including container
and LASH ship berths;

(g) Naval facilities;

(h) provision for a major com-
mercial dry dock, ship survey,
building and repair facilities
jointly with or independent of
Navy facilities; and

(i) transport facilities.

MR. TAYLOR <(Cockburn—Minister for
Labour) [12.05 p.m.J: This motion nor-
melly would have heen replied to by the
Minister for Development and Decentra-
lisation, who had prepared an answer.
However, as a result of the timetabling
and the fact that the motion has come
before the House on the last day of this
part of the session when that Minister Is
required to be elsewhere, he has asked me
]t:c)) lcomment in reply to the member for

ale.

The SPEAKER: Ordeyr!
much talking.

Mr. Fletcher: Hear, hear!

Mr. TAYLOR: The honourable member
in his motion calls for a top level study to
produce a master plan for the integrated
development of Cockburn Sound and the
associated local authority areas involved
in view of the evidence given to the Com-
monwealth Standing Committee on Public
Works,

He introduces his speech by paying
acknowledgment to the Leader of the
Opposition (Sir David Brand) for being
the catalyst which induced BP to establish
an oil refinery at Kwinana and thus to set
off the large industrial complex that exists
there at the present time. To set the
record straight, the honourable member
should perhaps be reminded that the BP
agreement of 1953 weas inltiated and

There is too

1979

brought to fulfilment by the Labor Govern-
ment under the premiership of The Hon.
A. R. G. Hawke. Likewise the B.H.P. agree-
ment of 1955 which established the iron
and steel industry in Western Australia
was also initiated by the same Labor Gov-
ernment. Thereafter the comments by the
member for Dale are remarkable for a
number of ather oversights.

Although, in speaking to his motion, the
honourable member referred to the exist-
ence of a 1972 report and recommendation
by the interdepartmental committee for
the development of Cockburn Sound and
Kwinana, for the most part he overlooks
the contents of that report and bases his
remarks on the 1962 report by the same
commitiee, the 1966 report on development
of the outer harbour by the Fremantle
Port Authority, and a publicity booklet on
Kwinana distributed by the Department of
Development and Decentralisation. In fact,
the 1972 study is a top level study at the
highest standard of professional compe-
tence available in Western Australia.

The interdepartmental committee, then
known as the Premier’s committee for the
development of Cockburn Sound and
Kwinana, and now called the Cockburn
Sound and Kwinana Development Com-
mittee, consists of—

Town Planning Commissioner (Chair-

man).

Under-Secretary for Works.

General Mansger, Fremanile Port
Authority,

Surveyor-General.

Deputy Co-ordinator, Department of
Development and Decentralisation.

Deputy Under-Treasurer.

Commissioner of Main Roads.

Commissioner of Railways.

Chief Engineer, Metropolitan Water
Supply, Sewerage and Drainage
Board.

This committee itherefore comprises the
nine top men employed by the Government
in their respective spheres who are able to
bring together their specialised ability,
experience, and knowledge to seek answers
for the emerging problems at Kwinana.
The committee was appointed by the pre-
vious Government, and the present Gav-
ernment has seen fit to maintain the com-
mittee for the same purpose, with the
recent addition of the Director of Environ-
menial Protection. Steps have also been
taken to ensure that the Commissioner of
Public Health is now consulted by the com-
mittee on matters where air pollution might
be of concern, and the Director of Fisheries
and Fauna as regards liquid effluents,

At the time of the 1972 report the
Director of Eunvironmental Protection was
not a formal member of the committee
but the report was referred to this officer
by the Government, and his comments were
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taken into due consideration by the Gov-
ernment in endorsing the report in ques-
tion. The administrative procedure now
being iaken to implement the 20 recom-
mendations made in the report, includes
measures to ensure that certain suggestions
by the Director of Environmental Protec-
tion are not overlooked.

As the situation now stands, the Govern-
ment has a comprehensive report on the
outlines of development for Cockburn
Sound and Kwinhana. The report does not
pretend to solve in detail all the day-to-
day problems that will undoubtedly occur,
but it does lay down a blueprint for guid-
ing the overall shape of development that
is bound to occur in the orderly develop-
ment of the maritime and industrial re-
sources of the Perth metropolitan region,

The member for Dale suggests that inde-
pendent specialist consultants should be
engaged to review the situation generally.
However, no matter whom those may be, it
15 extremely unlikely that their conclusions
on overall policy could be any different
from those already expressed, which are
based on actual facts of the situation, and
firm requirements for the future. As re-
gards more detailed planning at the pro-
ject level, there can be little doubt that
local experts with their years of cumula-
tive experience and long history of inter-
departmental co-ordination are better
suited to provide working plans at a local
level than experts brought in from else-
where with no local knowledge of the engi-
neering and human problems involved.

The member for Dale clearly states that
his action in moving the motion was taken
on his own initiative and not on behalf
of the local suthorities concerned. This can
well be believed, as the three local autho-
rities concerned, as well as the Govern-
ment itself, have already accepted the
report in question. It is therefore not quite
clear why the honourable member has
acted at all, as the proposal which he
suggests of outlining a master policy plan
for the development of the area has just
been completed by a group of professional
people who are as top level as it Is pos-
sible to assemble.

As the honourable member has said, the
Kwinana complex is of tremendous impor-
tance to Western Australia and this is one
reason that the interdepartmental com-
mittee of senior officers conducts a con-
tinuous examination of existing and pro-
posed development, and from time to time
advises the Government of any changes in
plan or principle that are considered
necessary for the orderly development of
the waterfront and associated land areas.

Turning in detail to other parts of the
speech by the member for Dale, there are
a number of comments which lead to the
belief that the honourable member may
not be very well informed on both existing
and proposed development at Kwinana
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generally. His comment as regards the
employment of 12,000 people in the steel
industry by 1973 is not understood. The
agreement entered into with B H.P. by the
previous Government provides for the pro-
vision before the 31st December, 1978, of
a “mini” steel works only with an output
of 330,000 tons of steel a year. At the most
optimistic estimate an establishment of
this kind might employ 4,000 or 5,000
people.

The member for Dale next refers to
Co-operative Bulk Handling where he
states that—

. . . proposals relating to the terminal
are under challenge as a resuit of cer-
taln moves that are taking place a#
this very time,
The nature of the “challenge” is not made
clear by the honourable member. Suffice it
to say C.B.H. was allocated 1ts present site
in the past on the recommendation of the
same committee, which made provisions
for buffer spaces around the wheat termi-
nal both to the south, east, and north.

This buffer area had a twofold purpose.
First bearing in mind that the bulk storage
and handling of grain can create a certain
amount of dust, it was proposed that the
activities of C.B.H. itself should give no
offence.

Mr. Gayfer: You realise that C.B.H. hag
spent a great deal of money on dust pre-
vention.

Mr. TAYLOR: I recall a comment by the
honourable member about two years ago
when he spoke about the dust nuisance.
At the same timme, bearing in mind the need
to protect C.B.H. from external dust
nuisance caused by others, the buffer zone
was created sufficiently wide to give that
company reasonable protection.

On the north a minimum five-chain
reserve was recommended to sereen the
C.B.H. operations and to provide for access
generally.

Mr. Gayfer: You are aware that C.B.H
has planted all the trees and grass there.

Mr. TAYLOR: Indeed, the honourable
member has made the interjection and it
is on record. The committee still recom-
mends that such a reserve should be main-
tained and that no industry should be
allowed to encroach on it. Even though
such Industries as develop may wish to use
the jetty that will shortly be built to serve
C.BH, It is the intention that communi-
cation shall be by tunnel or closed con-
veyor belt system via the buffer reserve,
with Industry still keeping its distance
from C.B.H.

No industry is yet in sight which could
make joint use of the jetty. However, it
was the opinion of the committee that in
the event of another alumina refinery being
established in the vicinity of Perth, ship-
ment of the bulk product from Kwinana
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might be called for. In this event the com-
mitiee was of the opinion that if bulk
storage and shipment of alumina from
Ewinana should become a fact, then faci-
lities for bulk storage and shipment would
for several reasons hest be located south
towards C.B.H. rather than to the north.

Mr. Gayfer: But you must not put it over
the jetty, otherwise you will ruin it.

Mr. TAYLOR: There are complications.
It is generally recognised this is the only
industry on the site which requires access
out of that area.

Mr. Rushton: Would you give me some
clarification as to0 who initiated the BP
refinery? You mentioned it was a previous
Premier (Mr, Hawke),

Mr. TAYLOR: That was the statement
I mage.

Mr. Rushton: That is not facfual,

Mr. TAYLOR: The honourable member
will have the opportunity to reply to my
comments,

Mr. Court: To put the record straight,
Sir Russell Dumas and Sir David Brand
negotiated for the BP refinery—a most re-
markable industrial development that
triiggered off the Kwinana industrial com-
plex.

Mr. TAYLOR: It is a matter of fact that
the Labor Government initiated the pro-
ject and subsequently the Liberal-Country
Party Government completed the negotia-
tions. Credit should e given where
credit is due. It should be shared, and not
all taken by one party.

Mr. Court: We had the same situation
then as exists now, where there was a
change of Government after projects had
been initiated, and they were combleted by
the incoming Government.

Mr. TAYLOR: To continue with what I
was saying, this is not to say that the bulk
shipment of alumina or any other product
needs be a nuisance.

It is now the practice for the establish-
ment of major industries at Kwinana to be
subject to specific agreements, ratifled by
Parliament, with comprehensive clauses
ecovering all aspects of atmospheric and
liquid effluent. This was the case with the
proposed Pacminex operation, and will, no
doubt, be the case with other large enter-
prises in the future, wherein until a com-
pany can satisfy the Government, on the
advice of its air pollution and environ-
mental! experts, that no undue nuisance
is likely to arise, it Is unlikely that the
company will be given permission to
proceed.

In such case by virtue of the watchdog
actlvitles of the Kwinana commitiee, and
In any case by the statutory authority of
the Alr Pollution Control Council, it is
improbable that any industry will be per-
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mitted to develop in the environs of C.B.H.
which could adversely affect that organi-
sation.

Mr. Gayfer: And by Parliament.

Mr. TAYLOR: Ancother point which
should perhaps be set right is the con-
tinyous reference by the member for Dale
to a work force of 80,000 in the Kwinana
area, The source of the honourable mem-
ber’s statistics is undoubtedly page 3 of
an excellent little booklet Kwinana—
Western Australia’s Industriel Heart 1971.
However, this estimate of the work force
as regards the foreseeable future 1s unfor-
tunately somewhat overstated.

Mr. Rushton: What about the corridor
plan?

Mr, TAYLOR: In 1955 when Professor
Stephenson first prepared his plan for the
development of the Perth metropolitan
region, he predicted an ultimate work
force of 54,000 people in the Kwinana
industrial complex. Since then, with the
advent of mechanisation, the emerging
popularity of other industrlal areas, and
the design realities of the amount of land
that will be required for roads, rallways
and storage, the employment potential of
Kwinana has been steadily downgraded. I
is now thought that about 50,000 people
will be ultimately employed in the area
when every acre of land is fully developed.

Mr, Rushton: Are you saying the corri-
dor plan has been changed?

Mr. TAYLOR: The fears and hopes
entertained by the honourable member on
the urban requirements to meet a work
force of 80,000 in the Kwinana area are
therefore somewhat overstated.

Mr. Rushton: That has changed in one
year.

Mr. TAYLOR: The honourable member
alse expresses concern at the extent of the
dredging and reclamation that will be
necessary to create adequate port facilities
at Point Peron. The present Government
is not unaware of the political unpopu-
larity that this type of activity may induce.
The previous Government was faced with
the same situatlon. However, in accepting
the 1966 report of the Fremantle Port
Authority for the establishment of major
shipping facilities on the outer harbour it
had to accept the inevitable. The present
plan is almost identical in contour with no
alternative to dredging and reclamation if
the proper shipping needs of Western Aus-
tralla are to be met.

Mr. Rushton: That is hot accurate either.

Mr. TAYLOR: Circumstances have
proved that both the last Government and
the present Government see eye to eye
on this necessity. However, in order that
the dredging and reclamation work will
impinge as little as possible on the natural
environment of Cockburn Sound, the Fre-
mantle Port Authorlty has commissloned
a continuous hydrographic and ecological
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survey. The Commonwealth Government
is also party to a parallel survey which is
closely integrated with State activities.

Most importanfly the honourable mem-
ber misunderstands the position completely
as regards the displacement of homes and
other established interests at EKwinana
beach. Briefly the position is that under
present legal zoning codes the whole of the
Kwinana beach area is zoned for industry.
1t was first set aside for industry in 1955
when there were little more than a few
shacks in the area. Since then, in spite of
industrial zoning, people have built homes
despite the inevitable, As tl}ings stand at
the moment there is nothing to stop a
blacksmith's shon being built next to a
house or, for that matter, the building of
a used car junk yard,

Nor is there anything to stop a stockpile
of pig iron for export also being estab-
lished adjacent to the same house, with
all the attendant disabilities of noise,
vibration, smoke and traffic congestion.

Mr. Rushton: Would you explain why
your figures which were announced to the
public on Kwinana Beach Road and the
Minister's answer to me differ?

Mr. TAYLOR: May I continue?
Mr., Rushton: I would like an answer.

Mr. TAYLOR: Because the situation is
legal the householder is in a diffieult
situation in selling his property unless it
is required by private industry. And now
to answer the honourable member's inter-
jection: On the other hand the 1972 plan
provides the certainty that all the land
in question will finally be taken over by
the Government and that the owners will
be fuily compensated as the time arises,

Mr. Rushton: Would you qualify that?
I was referring to compensation.

Mr. TAYLOR: I do not think the earlier
remarks I made apply to this point. The
Government will take over all the land.
The plan recommends that all vacant land
be acquired forthwith, either by outright
purchase or by way of exchange for other
land in a better situation. Owners there-
fore no longer need fear industrial
depreciation and a shrinking market.

The plan also recommends that in cases
of immediate hardship existing houses also
he taken gver by purchase or by negotia-
tion or on an asdjustment hasis with the
State Housing Commission. That is the
recommendation made by the committee.

The remainder of the homes will be left
in occupation in the sure knowledge that
as port industrial requirements expand fuil
compensation will be paid, together with
the assistance for finding new premises.

Faced with the alternative of very de-
pressed ‘values by the otherwise uncontrol-
led legal activities of industry, home owners
are definitely hetter off under the 1972
plan than they would be in other circum-
stances.
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Finally a word with respect to beaches
and open space. The 1972 plan is explicit
in this respect. As regards the necessary
excisions from Point Peron, the report
delineates the necessary area in detail,
These are identical with those adopted by
the previous Government, and are an ab-
solute minimum commensurate with the
requirements for read and rail approaches
and commercial services to serve a port
of international standing.

Mr. Rushton: That is not so.

Mr. TAYLOR: I repeat: As regards the
necessary excisions from Point Peron, the
report delineates the necessary areas in
detail. These are identical with those
adepted by the previous Government, and
are an absolute minimum commensurate
with the reguirements for road and rail
approaches, and commercial services to
serve a port of international standing.

Thereafter the limitations of the en-
croachment of the port on the Rockingham
beach front are spelt out, with port deve-
lopment absolutely precluded from the
waterfront or beaches facing any land at
present zoned for urban purposes. In fact
the western end of the Rockingham beach
waterfront land is recommended for yacht-
ing activities rather than for port activities,
with the port authority actually providing
some of the shelter for these activities,

Mr. Rushton: What about the future?

Mr. TAYLOR: Further northward the
report precludes any waterfront develop-
ment in front of any urban land to the
absolute limit of Gavernor Roagd where
existing housing ends, Thereafter between
Governor Road and the CSBP fertiliser
works, still further to the north, there are
a number of recognised beach recreation
reserves and “A”-class reserves These re-
serves are expressly excluded in the report
from industrial usage. The honeurable
member need therefore have no fears that
the integrity of any reserve will be under-
mined in any way beyond the necessary
excision from Point Peron for access, as
found equally necessary by the previous
Government,

To summarise, it would appear that the
honourable member is either unaware of,
or has overlooked, the fact that a very
great ceal of serious planning has already
gone into the preparation of a master plan
to guide the future development of Cock-
burn Sound and Kwinana, The committee
which was set up by the previous Govern-
ment for this purpose has carried on under
the present Government, and its most
recent report was actually commissioned
by the last Government. In these circum-
stances there appears to be little to sup-
port the motion for a further outlined
study.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Court (Deputy Leader of the Opposition).
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT
AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2)

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 10th May.

ME. TAYLOR (Cockburn—Minister for
Labour) {12.28 p.m.J: It appears to be my
day. I would like to make some comment
on the Bill before us which was introduced
in another place and was passed by that
House,

The Minister who is responsible for
local government legislation—the Minister
for Loca! Government—has indicated to
me his views on the matter and I propose
to place these before the House.

The Bill before us proposes to amend
section 12(6) by deleting most of para-
graph (i) which requires that in every
case where a municipality seeks to be
united with another, or seeks the severance
of portion of another district and the
annexation of the portion to its district,
if the municipalities directly affecied are
unable to agree on the terms of the amal-
gamation or severance, the Minister
shall refer the guestion to the commission
for its consideration and report. It is also
intended to insert in paragraph (k) the
requirement that the commission shall
consult the municipalities which would be
affected by the excercise of the power,
before making its report.

It is already provided in paragraph (j)
that the commission shall afford each
municipality and other persons directly
affected by the matter before the com-
mission for consideration the opportunity
to be heard thereon, and it is difficult to
understand what different result will be
achieved by the requirement that the
Boundaries Commission shall consult the
municipalities as distinet from giving them
the opportunity to be heard thereon.

It is proposed to add a new subsection
(73 (a) to require that the power shall not
be exerclsed by the Governor as recom-
mended by the Minister for the amalga-
mation, abolition, or alteration of boun-
daries of municipal districts as recom-
mended by the commission until the
recommendation is lald before each House
of Parliament.

Either House of Parliament may pass a
resolution rejecting the proposed recom-
mendation. The Minister is precluded from
presenting a recommendation to the Gov-
ernor until it has been laid before elther
House of Parliament and is subject to
rejection or has been rejected.

In the opinion of this department the
proposal contained in the Bill is a reflec-
tlon on the capacity of the Boundaries
Commission objectively to arrive at a
decision in respect of the matter referred
to it. It is already a requirement of sub-
section (6) that where municipal councils
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do not agree to a proposal it must be refer-
red to the commission. The commission
recommends to the Minister on the basis
of evidence submitted to it and it is still
the prerogative of the Minister fo deter-
mine whether the recommendation is sub-
mitted to the Governor.

The honourable member, in submitting
the second reading, stated that he disliked
the {endency in regard to local government
to regard the size of a municipality as a
test of its value. It is not proposed to enter
into argument as to the merits or demerits
of small or large municipalities; suffice it to
say that the trend throughout the worlgd
is for a reduction of the number of muni-
cipal districts. However, it is believed that
generalisation on this question is not
desirable and that each particular pro-
posal submitted to the Boundaries Com-
mission should be examined in the light
of the particular circumstances pertaining
to the case.

In the metropolitan area of the Perth
region, there are no fewer than 26 muni-
cipal districts and in the State of Western
Australia there are 140, with over 1,300
councillors involved. It is generally recog-
nised that it is desirable that this number
should be reduced and a report of an
assessment committee which inquired into
aspects of [ocal government in 1968 re-
commended that the number of councils
should be reduced to 89. The proposal
contained in the Bill that each recommen-
dation in respect of boundary changes
should be submitted to Pariiament would
have the effect of introducing political
antagonism into a subject which is not in
reality a basis for a political difference. I
could be expected if this amendment were
passed that difficulty would be experienced
in obtaining the services of persons quali-
fied and willing to act as a member of the
(]ia%gndaries Commission under such con-

itions,

In the speech by the honourable mem-
ber he refers to the act of uniting muni-
cipal districts, “merely on the recommenda-
tion of the Local Government Boundaries
Commission” and implies that such re-
commendations are not the result of proper
investigation and examination, There has
never been an instance of such a recom-
mendation having been made by the
Boundaries Commission without the muni-
cipality concerned having been given the
opportunity to present its views on the
guestion. The honourable member referred
to a municipality being destroyed by break-
ing it up and distributing remnants to
other local authorities.

There is no question of a destruction of
municipal government in any area of
Western Australia. The whole of the State
is covered and will be covered by municipal
government and any changes will be a
result of recommendations made with the
objective of producing the most viable,
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economic, and desirable unit of local gov-
ernment, taking into consideration all
relevant factors. Dealing seriatim with the
proposals contained in clause 2 of the Bill
the following comment is submitted:—

Paragraph (a): The proposed dele-
tion of portion of paragraph (i) of
subsection (6) is not recommended
beceuse this paragraph has in the past
ensured that not only the municipali-
ties concerned, but all persons directly
affected by a question hefore the com-
mission have the opportunity to be
heard thereon. This section indeed
af present gives greater scope for sub-
mission to be made to the commission
than is proposed in the Bill,

Paragraph (b): The proposed addi-
tion to paragraph (k) of subsection
¢6) that the commission shall consult
the municipalities which would be
affected by the exercise of the power
before making its report is a require-
ment which i5 already contained in
paragraph (j).

Paragraph (¢): ‘This paragraph
proposes to amend paragraph (ka) and
is consequential upon the proposed
new subsection (7) .

Paragraph (d): This proposal adds
a new subsection (7) requiring the
Minister before presenting a recom-
mendation to the Governor in respect
of boundaries of municipal districts to
lay the recommendation before each
House of Parliament and enables either
House of Parliament to reject the pro-
posed recommendation within 14 sit-
ting days after the proposed recom-
mendation has been laid before it, The
Minister is preciuded from presenting
a recommendation to the Governor
when it has been rejected or is liable
to rejection.

As stated earlier, this propesal would make
the subject of boundary revision, which
most thinking people agree is eminently
desirable, the subject of political contro-
versy, and for this reason it is opposed.
Should this Bill be passed, it is unlikely
that many changes in the present struc-
ture of municipal districts in this State
will ever take place, however desirable, and
the ridiculous situation of having a dis-
trict as small as 4 of a square mile in
arlea will be perpetuated. I oppose the
Bill.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
W. A, Manning.

CRIMINAL CODE AMENDMENT
BILL (No. 2)
Returned
Bill returned from the Council without
amendment.

The SPEAKER: Order! I will teave the
Chair untit 3.00 p.m.
Sitting suspended from 12.35 to 3.00 p.m.

QUESTIONS (28): ON NOTICE
WATER SUPPLIES
Tambellup Town Dam

Mr. STEPHENS, to the Minister for

Water Supplies:

(1> Is he aware that there is both
salt encrecachment and prickly
poison on the water catchment
area for the Tambellup town
dam?

(2) Can he inform me what steps will
he taken to combat both these
problems?

Mr, JAMIESON replied:

(1) There have been no reports of salt
encroachments or prickly poison
on the water catchment area of
the Tambellup dam.

(2) The matter will be investigated
and steps taken fo combat both
these problems if investigations
confirm that they exist.

COURTHOUSE AND POLICE
STATION

Tembellup

Mr. STEPHENS, to the Minister rep-

resenting the Minister for Police:
What is the present position re-
garding the construction of a new
courthouse and police station at
Tambellup—huildings that have
been promised for some years?

Mr. BICKERTON replied:
Subject to funds being available,
construction will commence dur-
ing 1972-73.

SOUTH-EASTERN ROAD
Meekatharra

Mr. COYNE, to the Minister for

Works:

(1) Referring to my question 3, i8th
April, 1972 on the upgrading and
extension of the south eastern
road to link up the uranium devel-
opment at Yeelirrie with Meeka-
tharra, would he indicate if any
action has been taken to accede
to this request?

(2) (a) If so, would he give details of
this desirable objective and
how it will be achieved;

(b) if (1) is *None” what pros-
pect of assistance to the
Meekatharra Shire is envis-
aged?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:

(1) and (2) On the 12th May the
Main Roads Department wrote to
the Meekatharra Shire Council
informing them that their appli-
cation for road funds was re-
fused.
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WATER SUPFPLIES
Rottnest Island

Mr. McPHARLIN, to the Minister for

Lands:

(1> What consideration has been given
to increasing the water catchment
area and the storage capacity on
Rottnest Island ?

(2) Would this not be more econo-
mical than—
{a) building a pipeline from the
mainland; or
(k) purchasing water from the
mainland?

Mr. JAMIESON (for Mr. H. D. Evans)

replied:

(1) The Rottnest Island Beard has
given the fullest consideration to
this «question. However, Jlarge
areas of bitumen situated on the
elevated points of the island are
considered most unsightly and de-
tract from the environmental as-
pect. ‘There is already 18 acres
of catchment in the Thomson Bay
area.

(2) (a) and (b) Yes, but if the
Geordie Bay settlement is pro-
ceeded with the area of catch-
ment would need to be doubled,
and then further increased with
the establishment of other settle-
ment areas on the Island.

TEINTTLATRT Y
LS USJL‘U

Redcliffe: Belmont Flats

Mr. BRYCE, to the Minister for Hous-

ing:

(1) With regard to State Housing
premises referred to as the “Bel-
mont flats"” in the Copeland Drive
areg of Redeliffe—

(a) how many flats have already
been demolished;

(b} when is it intended to demol-
ish the remaining flats?

(2) Does the commission propose to
erect high rise flats in this area?

(3) If not, how does the commission
propose to develop the area?

Mr. BICKERTON replied:

(1) No fiats have been demolished,
but 170 removed and re-erected in
other areas.

(2) and (3) As a consequence of a
meeting between the Commis-
sioners of the State Housing Com-
mission and Counciilors of the
Belmont Shire Council a study has
been made as to how the area
might be redeveloped. This was
reviewed by the commissioners af,
a meeting on 1st June, 1972, and
it would appear that it is not an
economic proposition to under-
take a redevelopment ifor some

6.
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years to come in view of the large
contribution of funds which wouid
have to be made to extend sewer-
age services to the area.

The redevelopment proposal would
include medium density accommao-
dation. High rise development is
not passible in this area nor was
it contemplated because of height
restrictions imposed by proximity
to the airport.

STAMP DUTY ON RECEIPTS
Refunds and Relinquishments

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Treasurer:

(1) How many applications have been
lodged for refund of receipt tax?

(2) What is the total sum involved?

(3) How many persons have relin-
quished their claim to a refund?

(4) (a) What is the total sum re-

linquished;

() is this money now to be made
available for charitable pur-
poOses;

(c) how is this charitable purposes
fund to be administered in
the matter of allocations?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:

(1) 9,570 applications were received by
5 pm. on 31st May, 1972,

(2} This will not be known until all
claims have been checked and pro-
cessed.

(3} Nine persons have notified their
relinquishment of their claims but
it is known that there are others
with legitimate claims which have
not been lodged.

(4) (a) This will not be known until

the claims have been checked.

(b) Not at present.

(¢) By means of trustees to be
appointed.

ALUMINA REFINERY AT
PINJARRA

Second Unit

Mr. RUNCIMAN, to the Minister for

Development and Decentralisation:

{1) Is he in a position to give any
indication as to when the estab-
lishment of the second unit at the
Pinjarra Alumina Refinery can be
expected?

(2) What is the overall situation as
regards the production and sale
of alumina from Western Aus-
tralia?

Mr. MAY (for Mr. Graham) replied:

(1) Expansion of the refinery will de-
pend on the international market-
ing position for alumina. At this
stage no firm date for commission-
ing of the second unit can be
given.
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(2) Currently itwo refineries are in
operation with a total capacity of
1.67 million tons a year. Expan-
sion of production to in excess of
eight million tons per annum from
the widespread resources in West-
ern Australia is envisaged by com-
panies with agreements or nego-
tiating agreements with the State.
The timing of installation of in-
creased or new capacity must de-
rend on the international market-
ing situation.

WATER SUPPLIES
Dwellingup

Mr. RUNCIMAN, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:

(1) What steps are heing undertaken
1o overcome the ever-increasing
water shortage in Dwellingup?

Is it considered that Dwellingup
will have an increased water
supply for next summer?
JAMIESON replied:

Action is in course to acquire land
on which is located an additional
source of water.

Provided land acquisition is fin-
alised.

2)

Mr,
(1)

2>

FISHING
Quster Industry

Mr., RUNCIMAN, to the Minister for

Fisheries and Fauna:

(1) What research has heen done into
the production of commercial
oysters in Western Ausfralia?

(2) Does he consider that an oyster
industry in Western Australia
could become a viable proposition?

Mr. BICKERTON <(for Mr. Davies)
replied:

(1) Not by the department. However
several private companies are
undertaking tests with a view to
commercial productions.

The department is giving assist-
ance where appropriate.
Tentatively yes, the success of
rearing Western Australian oysters
will depend upon obtaining regu-
lar spat falls. To date this has
not been achieved,

)

ILLEGAL DEMONSTRATIONS
Prevenlion

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Police:

(1) Does he support the Commissioner
of Police’s recently published con-
cern for unofficial demonstrations?

(2> Will the police take steps to pre-
vent future unofficial demonstra-
tion marches be they organised by
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the moratorium movement, the
Trades and Labor Council or any-
body else?

How does he or the police intend
to prevent possible loss of life as
was experienced recently by the
obstruction of an ambulance by
one of these demonstration
marches?

. BICKERTON replied:
Yes.
Yes, when they are unlawful,

By attendance in sufficient num-
bers by the Police, who, I am con-
fident, will use the same firmness,
restraint and commonsense in
controlling the situation as they
did on the occasion referred to.

(&)

n
2)
3

PRISONS
Draft Resister: Release

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Chief Secretary:

Who has the jurisdiction to release
a draft resister from gaol to ad-
dress a demonstration or for any
other purpose in conflict with his
incarceration?

Mr, MAY replied:
The Chief Secretary.

EDUCATION
School Bus Services

Mr. LEWIS, to the Minister for Edu-
cation:

Since the beginning of 1971—

{a) how many contract school bus
services have been terminated
because of insufficient num-
ber of children;

how many of the services as
in (a) have been converted to
subsidised services;

(¢) in how many services has
a smaller bus been reguired of
the contractor because of re-
duced numbers?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
(a) 8.

{b) 3 converted to subsidised ser-
vices.
3 amalgamated with other
routes.
2 ceased entirely.

On present numbers, it is esti-
mated that in 74 services a
smaller bus would be tnore
appropriate. When buses on
these services are due for re-
placement smaller buses may
he substituted.

(b}

(c)
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SHOPPING HOURS
Extension
RUNCIMAN, to the Minister for

Labour:

1)

(2)

(3>

4)

(08

(2}

(&Y

4)

In view of the importance of the
tourist industry to the State, what
assistance other than through the
Tourist Development Authority
does the Government provide to
the local authorities of country
holiday resorts?

Does he consider that morz flex-
ible shopping hours particularly
at weekends and holidays would
prove a tourist attraction to some
of our coastal holiday resorts?

Is he aware that Queensland and
the Northern Territory have sue-
cessfully adopted staggered shop-
ping hours for a number of years?

Will he give some consideration
to adopting the same policy in
Western Australia, and, if not
why not?

. MAY (for Mr. Taylor) replied:

Government  departments co-
operate with local authorities
throughout Western Australia in
the planning, design and construc-
tion of services, facilities ana
amenities of benefit to tourism.

No. It is expected that a tourist
resort would depend on attractions
of more intrinsic value than ex-
tended trading heurs. Exempted
shops such as restaurants, cafes,
delicatessens and other providers
of immediate needs for tourists
are already allowed to trade with-
out restrictions.

Shopping howr's in Queensland are
fixed by the Full Bench of the In-
dustrial Conciliation and Arbitra-
tion Commission and are related
to particular areas mentioned in
various orders. I am not aware
of the trading hours applying in
the Northern Territory, but in the
north of Western Australia, shops
are exempted from controlled
trading hours.

Policy is dictated by local condi-
tions which are constantly under
review by the Retail Trade Ad-
visory and Control Committee
established under the Factories
and Shops Act. Applications for
extended trading hours to meet
special eonditions or for celebra-
tions are regularly being submit-
ted to the committee.

14.
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KWINANA-BALGA POWER

Mr.

LINE

Route: Armadale-Kelmscott

District
RUSHTON, to the Minister for

Electricity:

1)

2)

3)

(4)

1)

(2)

3

4)

Mr.

Have the shires of Armadale-
Kelmscott and Gosnells now indi-
cated to him their decision on his
amended proposals presented to
them at a recent joint deputation
to discuss the 330kV transmission
route between the shires?

Will he advise me of any points
of difference now remaining?

Will he now assure me the dual
330KV transmission route through
Armadale and Kelmscott will be
sited on the Allen Road align-
ment?

For the peace of ming of resi-
dents will he let me have a copy
of the now proposed and accepted
route plan for installation of the
power lines on the boundary of
the two shires?

. MAY replied:

Yes, both shires have written giv-
ing their decisions. For the in-
formation of the member the let~
ter from the Armadale-Kelmscott
Shire was received today.

Points of difference now remain-
ing bctween the Shires of Arma-
dale-Kelmscott and Gosnells are:
The Shire of Gosnells has agreed
with the proposal tabled at the
discussion.

The Shire of Armadale-Kelmscott
does not agree and reguests that
the lines be displaced in a north-
westerly direction with the pylons
located in the Allen Road Reserve.

The dual route in the section
under discussion will he sited gen-
erally in accordance with the pro-
posal tabled at the meeting, and
the wvariation suggested by the
Shire of Armadale-Kelmscott is
being investigated.

A further plan will not be avail-
able until agreement is reached.

GERALDTON MEAT
EXPORTS

Caitle from Midland
WILLIAMS, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

(&)

)

Is it a fact that Geraldton Meat
Expoarts have to purchase cattle
from Midland to maintain their
production?

Has this been the usual practice
for this company since its incep-
tion?
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(3) Is this abattoir receiving suffi-
cient sheep numbers from the im-
mediate area to maintain basic
tallies?

(4} If nof, has this been the case
since the company commenced
operations?

(5) From what areas are sheep pro-
posed fo supplement local sup-
plies?

Mr. JAMIESON (for Mr. H. D. Evans}
replied:

(1) The Geraldton Meat Exports man-
agement state that this is not so.
The only cattle required from
Midland this year were to meet
the quality demands of the domes-
tic market in Geraldton when
local supplies due to seasonal con-
ditions were not forthcoming.

(2) No.

(3) Seasonal conditions between April-
July make it difficult to obtain
sufficient numbhers of sheep of the
desired quality for slaughter. This
is the case this season. Otherwise
local supplies are sufficient to
maintain basic tallies.

(4) Yes. It is a seasonal factor com-
mon to most years and most abat-
toirs in this State.

(5) The company is looking for sheep
to supplement local supplies dur-
ing this period, (April-July, 1972)
from the pasioral areas to the
north and east of Geraldton.

ALUMINA REFINERY
Alwest: Establishment

Mr. WILLIAMS, to the Minister for
Development and Decentralisation:

(1) What stage have negotiations
reached between Alwest and the
Government?

(2) Has it yet been decided where the
company will establish its pro-
posed refinery; if so, where?

(3) If not, when is a decision likely
to be made?

Mr, MAY (for Mr. Graham) replied:

(1) Negotiations between the Govern-
ment and the company have pro-
gressed to the stage where the
company is now re-examining its
estimates in the light of the mar-
ket situation, and proceeding with
discussions with potential parti-
cipants.

{2) No decision has been made on the
siting of the refinery.

(3) I am hopeful that a decision will
be made shortly.

17.

18.

Mr.

HOUSING
Withers Park: Report
WILLIAMS, to the Minister for

Housing:

1)

)

(3)

Mr.

1)
(2)

Has a report been received from
the study proup which he ap-
pointed earlier this year to in-
quire into the costs, etc., of State
Housing Commission housing in
Withers Park, Bunbury?

If so, what are the recommenda-
tions or comments of the group,
and would he table a copy of their
report?

If not, when does he expect this
study to be completed, and would
he provide me with a copy of
same when available?

BICKERTON replied:
No.

and (3) I am currently writing to
the member on this matter,

MOTIONS
Seconding

. COURT, to the Speaker:

Would he be prepared to convene
a meeting of the Standing Orders
Committee to consider the gene-
ral question of the seconding of
motions with a view to providing
that Mr. Speaker call for a sec-
onder and thus avoid the mis-
understandings and unsatisfac-
tory situations that have developed
on at least two occasionsg over the
last 12 months?

The SPEAKER replied:

A meeting of the Standing Orders
Committee will be convened in the
near future for the consideration
of other matters previously raised.
This matter will then be raised
and the Standing Orders
amended if the committee so de-
cides and the House so desires.
The misunderstanding and unsat-
isfactory situation referred to is
as & result of lack of knowledge
by members of the requirements
of the Standing Orders and in the
failure of members generally to
call the Speaker when rising to
speak.

. W. A, MANNING: Could I seek

your advice on this, Mr. Speaker?
The statement you have made
may be treated largely as a ruling,
and I think some points need to
be clarified. I think this clarifi-
cation should appear in the record
in eonjunction with the reply you
have just given.

I would like to seek some way of
dealing with this matter so that
the House may be quite clear
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regarding the situation which has
arisen. I think the only way I can
do that is to move to disagree with
your ruling, and then after one or
two members have spoken, with-
draw my motion.

T. D. Evans: This is question time.

I gave an
answer to a question, and not a
ruling. I was asked a question as
to whether I would refer the
matter to the Standing Orders
Commiittee, and I answered that
question.

TOURISM
Asian Visitors
RUNCIMAN, to the Minister for

Tourism:

¢}

@

Q)

Mr,

1)
(2)

Does he consider that Asian tour-
ists could be an important feature
of the Western Australian tourist
industry?

What action has been taken to
attract Asian tourists to Western
Australia?

To what extent is Western Aus-
tralia heing visited by Asian tour-
ists?

MAY (for Mr. Taylor) replied:
Yes.

Promotional activity designed to
aftract Asian tourists to Western
Australia has been intensified dur-
ing the past twelve months.

In June, 1971, the Director of the
Tourist Development Authority
participated in the first Austra-
lian travel trade mission to Japan.
This was the first assessment of
the Japanese tourist potential by
the authority and information and
experience gained on that occa-
sion has formed the basis of the
authority’s future marketing plan
in this region.

In OQOectober, 1971, the Tourist
Development Authority was in-
vited to give a presentation on
Western Australia as a tourist
destination to the Pacific Area
Travel Association in Hong Kong,
A 75 minute audio-visual presen-
tation was presented to 130 mem-
bers of the Hong Kong travel in-
dustry.

The director also visited Thailand
and Singapore and had discus-
sions with all sections of the travel
industry in those counfries.

In February last year with the
director, I attended the Pacific
Area Travel Association annual
conference, and discussed the
tourist potential of Western Aus-
tralia with a very wide section of
the travel industry of Asia. Valu-
able contacts were developed that

20.
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will assist us greatly in our future
promotional programmes in this
region.

Next Tuesday, the director of the
authority leaves for Japan to par-
ticipate in a series of travel trade
seminars to be held in six of the
major cities heing conducted in
association with the tourist de-
partments of South Australia and
the Northern Territory with the
co-operation of the Australian
Tourist Commission and Cathay
Pacific Airways.

Audio-visual presentations will be
made in Tokyo, Nagoya, Osaka,
Hireshima, Kagoshima and Kobe
and will feature the tourist attrac-
tions of Western Australia, South
Australia and the Northern Ter-
ritory. Special promotional lit-
erature has been printed in Jap-
anese to support this programme
and a copy of the latest authority
brochure printed in Japanese will
be tabled.

(3) Asian visitors to Western Austra-
lia in 1970 totalled 4,939. This
figure is 11% of the total Asian
tourist traffic to Australia and,
apart from New South Wales is
the highest percentage of any
other State.

Detalls of Asian visitors for 1970
by country of crigin are:—
Japan ... 487
Hong Kong ... 511
Malaysia/Singapore .. .. 2,623
Ceylon, India, Pakistan ... 515
Phillipines 51
Thailand 191
Other 661
Total ... 4,939
The papers were tabled.
TOURISM
Loans to Hotels

Mr. RUNCIMAN, to the Minister for

Tourism:

(1> The 1971 report of the Tourist
Development  Authority states
that loans totalling $431,000 had
been made to six hotels for ac-
commodation improvements. In
which towns are these hotels
situated?

(2) How many applications were made

for financial assistance to improve
hotel or motel accommodation?

(3) Are guest houses or similar forms

of accommodation eligible for
Tourist Development Authority
assistance?

(4) If not, why not?
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MAY (for Mr. Taylor) replied:
Busselton, Eucla, Margaret River,
Northam, Ravensthorpe and Roe-
bourne,

Twelve,

No.

The Tourist Act, 1059-1970, pro-
vides for lpoans for the improve-
ment of hotel accommeodation but
the provisions do not apply to
guest houses or similar establish-
ments.

HIGH SCHOQOLS
Swan Electorate
MOILER, to the Minister for Edu-

cation:

1)

(2)

(&}

)

(%)

(6}

Mr.

1
2)
3

(€Y

(5}

(6)

Has the research and planning
branch of his department further
considered the advisability of
developing a high school on the
Education Department land
bounded by Morrison, Weld, Salis-
bury and Marlboro Roads, Swan
View?

Has the research and planning
branch of his department con-
sidered the advisability of devel-
oping a high sechool in any loca-
tion east of Governor Stirling and
west of ©Eastern Hills High
School?

Has the upgrading of the Kala-
munda high school to a senior
high school status reduced the
total number of students at pres-
ent attending Gevernor Stirling
Senior High School to a number
below that which attended Gov-
ernor Stirling in 1971?

How many students resident at
Swanleigh Hostel attend—
(a) Hampton High School;
(h) Governor Stirling

High School?

What was the total enrolment for
Governor Stirling Senior High
School for the years 1968, 1969,
1970 and 19717

‘What is the present enroclment for
Governor Stirling Senior High
School?

T. D. EVANS replied:

Yes.

Yes.

No, but a reduction is predicted
for 1973,

(a) 330.
(b) Nil.
Enrolments as at February—

1968 1,436.
1969 1,453.
1970 1,435.
1971 1,509.

1,549 at February, 1972.

Senior

22

Mr.

FRUIT-FLY CONTROL
Conjerence
NALDER, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

Mr.

Does he intend calling a confer-
ence of all interested parties on
methods to be used, control and
responsibility of the future con-
trol of fruit fly in Western Aus-
tralia?

JAMIESON (for Mr, H. D. Evans)

replied:

23.

Mr.

Consideration is now being given
to the effect of the defeat of the
legislation designed to facilitate
community schemes and these
considerations will include any
appropriate discussions.

HOSPITAL
Dalwallinu
McPHARLIN, to the Minister for

Health:

Mr,

As plans have been prepared for

the building of a new hospital at

Dalwallinu to serve a very large

area, will he advise—

(a) what priority has been given
to this project;

(b} when it is anticipated that
tenders will be called;

{(c) the anticipated completion
period after letting the con-
tract?

BICKERTON (for Mr, Davies)

replied:

24,

Mr.

{a) It has a very high priority.

(b) As soon as funds are avail-
able, A decision must await
the approved loan allocation
for 1972-73, usually determin-
ed inh August.

{c) Approximately 15 months.

COCKBURN SOUND
Port Developments
RUSHTON, to the Minister for

Works:

1)

(22

Wwill he please explajin and equate
the difference between the an-
nounced timetable for the Fre-
mantle Port Authority develop-
ment for Cockburn Sound based
on the recently tabled Premier’s
committee report and the Town
Planning Department official’s re-
ported statement in The West
Australian of 20th May that the
Ewinana Beach housing area
would probably not be needed for
industrial use for about 15 years?
Does this mean the area south of
Office Road will be used for stock-
pile and port authority develop-
ment purboses before the homes
are purchased?
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(3) What part does the Fremantle
Port Authority expect to take in
acquiring the residences and
vacant blocks in the area recom-
mended in the report to he
zoned for port facilities?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:

(1) The report in The West Australian
of 20th May was abridged. What
was said by a representative of the
Town Planning Department was
that up to 15 years could be en-
visaged before the houses were
acquired unless there was some
prior demand for shipping which
at this point in time could not be
specified.

(2) Yes.

(3} This has not yet been determined
in detail. A conference is sched-
uled for 3rd July, 1972 between all
of the responsible departments
concerned to evolve policy for im-
plementation of the question of
land acquisition and other matters
included in the report tabled
recently in Parliament—Rational-
isation of Waterfront Develop-
ment, Cockburn Sound.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS:
MOTOR VEHICLES

Minister for Mines
Mr. BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Mines:
{1) How many motor vehicles are op-
erated hy each department under
his control?

(2) What is the type and make of
these vehicles in each depart-
ment?

(3) Will he detail—

(a) the method of purchase of

meotor vehicles since 30th
April, 1971, whether by—
(i) tender;

(ii) lease; or
(iii) any other means;
() the tofal cost; and

(c) the number of vehicles in-
volved,

for each department?
Mr. MAY replied:

This information is still being

compiled, and on completion will

%e forwarded {0 the member for
asse.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS:
MOTOR VEHICLES

Minister for Works

Mr, BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Works:
(1) How many motor vehicles are op-

erated by each department under
his control?

1991

(2) What is the type and make of
these vehicles in each department?

(3) Will he detail—
(a) the method of purchase of

motor vehicles since 30th
April, 1971, whether by—
(i) tender;

(ii) lease; or
(iii) any other means;

(b) the total cost; and

{c) the number of wvehicles in-
volved,

for each department?

Mr. JAMIESON replied;
I seek permission to table the
answer,

The reply was tabled.

QUESTIONS (12): WITHOUT NOTICE

ABATTOIRS

Trades and Labor Council and Farmers:

Negotiations

Mr. COURT, to the Premler:

(1) What is the latest paosition in
negotiations between the Govern-
ment and UF.GA.-TL.C. about
the $23,000,000 abattolr project?

(2) If studies by the Department of
Development and Decentralisation
are not complete, when will they
be completed?

(3) (a) Do negotiations still cover
Boyup Brook, Geraldton, and
Northam as abattoir locatlon?

(b) If not, what are the locations
currently under considera-
tion?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replled:

In reply to the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition, or should I add
pro tempore——
(1} Talks are still being held.
(2) Studies have been completed.
(3) (a) Yes.

(b) Answered by (a).

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Director: Absence from State

Mr, THOMPSON, to the Acting Minis-
ter for Environmental Protection:

(1) Is the Director of the Environ-
mental Protection Authority (Dr,
Brian O'Brien) at present over-
seas?

(2) How long will he be away?

(3) Where has he gone and for what
reason?

(4) Is some other person acting as
director and, if so, who 1s that
person?
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. BICKERTON replied:

Yes.

1st June, 1972, to 28th June, 1972,
inelusive.

To Stockholm as 2 member of the
Australian  delegation to the
United Nations Conference on the
Human Environment.

No, but the Environmental Pro-
tection Authority is still active
and is meeting regularly.

3. ACHIEVEMENT CERTIFICATE

Cierical Assistance

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Has there been any assessment

2}

n
2)

made by his department in rela-
tion to the need for increased
clerliecal assistance to secondary
schools in connection with the
system of Achievement Certifi-
cates?

Would he consider increasing the
number of c¢lerical assistants in
secondary schools—

(a) generally;

(b} in connection with the pre-
sent system of Achievement
Certificates;

(¢) In connection with an antiei-
pated extension of Achleve-
ment Certificates to 4th and

5th years?
Mr, T. D. EVANS replied:

Yes,

{(a) and (b) This matter i{s con-
stantly under review and in-
creases are made when neces-
sary.

(¢) This will be considered at the
appropriate time.

PLOYMENT QOPPORTUNITIES

4. EM

Mr

Rockingham-Kwinana Areq
. RUSHTON, to the Minister for

Development and Decentralisation:

Adverting to my question 5 on
the 14th September, 1971, regard-
ing employment in the Roeking-
ham and Kwinana Shires, when
he assured me “there 1s no lack
of initiatives and action directed
towards Increasing the Brand
Government's achievements"—

(1> Will he advise me the initia-
tives taken, and the resulting
achievements in attracting
and establishing labour-inten-
sive industries in these shires,
and the increased employ-
ment in these areas since the
1st March, 1971°?

1)

(2) Apart from the urgent health
needs for the Rockingham-
Kwinana hospital, will the
Government give this project
top priority and immediate
approval to alieviate the un-
employment In these local
areas for building tradesmen
and workmen?

., MAY (for Mr. Graham) replied:

The Government has mounted an
active campaign to attract indus-
try to the Rockingham-Kwinana
area. The principal Initiatives
taken have been—

Acceleration of the development
of new light industrial areas at
Dixon Road, Rockingham, and
the Kwinang small industries
subdivision at the junction of
Roekingham Road and Man-
durah Road, where the first fac-
tory was recently completed
and will open shortly.

Acquisition and planning of a
site for a major abatteir com-
plex at Baldivis. Negotiations
are proceeding for the alloca-
tion of land for the construc-
tion of the first abattoir.

Negotiations with and assistance
to tenderers for the construc-
tion of a large marine drilling
rig for deep sea drilling off the
north-west coastal shelf. The
Government has indicated 1its
willingness to assist in a num-
ber of ways, including a con-
struction site for the successful
tenderer.

Continued negotiations with
c¢lothing manufacturers for the
establishment of factorles to
employ women, Two factories
are now in production and,
between them, employing about
55 persons.

{2) The honourable membezr was in-

formed, in reply to his question
26 to the Minister for Health on
the 30th May, of the latest posi-
tion in regard to the decision to
construct the Rockingham-
Kwinana hospital. Even if this
project is given top priority, 1t is
unlikely that planning could be
completed and tenders called for
before January, which means that
very little construction could he
carried out in the 1972-73 finan-
cial year. It is not looked upon as
a means of alleviating the imme-
diate unemployment situation.
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ABATTOIRS

Trades and Labor Council and Farmers:

Mr.

1)

2}

3)

(4}

[{ F ]

Method of Finance

COURT, to the Attorney-General:

Has he or departments under his
portfollos meade any studies or
inquiries about UF.G.A. incorpo-
ration and the UP.GA-TL.C.
methods of seeking to raise funds
and conduct operations for a
major abattoirs project since he
last answered questions from me
on this subject?

If not, why have not studies been
made in view of the nature of
previous questions?

Is he satisfied U.F.G.A, is properly
incorporated and ecarrying on
within the terms of the appro-
priate Statutes?

Is he satisfled UF.GA.-TL.C.
are seeking to raise funds for the
abattoirs project within the terms
of the appropriante Statutes?

. T. D. EVANS replied:

In answer to the question from
one who jis destlned for higher
things as a member of the Oppo-
sition—

(1) A certificate of the Attorney-
General that the United
Farmers & QGraziers’ Associa-
tion is an institution to
which the facilities given
by the Associations Incorpo-
rated Act should be extended
was issued on the 22nd May,
1972, to enable incorporation
to proceed.

No inquiries have been made
into the methods of seeking
to raise money and conduct
operations.

(2) It has not been considered
necessary to conduct any in-
quiries., Information has been
received that all persons who
have subscribed in the terms
of the “prospectus” have been
admitted as members of
U.F.G.A. and the moneys have
been paid to that body.

(3) UF.G.A. 15 not incorporated,
but the necessary certificate
to enable incorporation has
been granted by me.

(4) I am unaware of any statu-
tory breach committed by
UF.GA. in the ralsing of
funds.

6.

ST. JOHN AMBULANCE
ASSOCIATION

Services, and Financial Assistance
Mr, BLAIKIE, to the Premier:

(1) How many ambulances are ope-
rated in Western Australia by the
St. John Ambulance Association,
both road and air?

(2) Has the Government been
approached by the assoclation for
financial assistance, and, if so,
from which areas of the State?

(3) What has heen the amount of

assistance granted to—

(a) road, and

{b) air ambulance services in each
year since 19707?

(4) In order to maintain the neces-
sary high standard of emergency
service and care of acutely il
persons, does the Government In-
tend to make any additional
financial assistance available to
the St. John Ambulance Associa-
tlon, and would he give details of
such assistance?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:

(1) 191 road ambulances. Where
necessary, aircraft of the Royal
Flying Doctor Service are used to
transport patients.

(2) Government financial assistance
to the 8% John Ambiulance Asso-
ciation is channelled through its
headquarters and is not pald
directed to subcentres. An annual
application 1s made by the asso-
clation for this assistance.

(3) Amounts paid to the association
in recent years are—

1969-70 $194,344
1970-71 $246,222
1971-72 $257,054 to date.

(4) An application by the associn-
tlon for additional aid in this cur-
rent financlal year is currently
under consideration.

HOUSING
Redcliffe: Belmont Flats

i\{r. BRYCE, to the Minister for Hous-

ng:
Further to question 5 in my name
on today’s notice paper, since the
Minister kas drawn a very fine
line of demarcation between ‘‘de-
molish” and “remove” would he
inform me when it is intended to
remove the remaining flats, re-
ferred to as the Belmont Flats?

Mr. BICKERTON replied:

I will supply the information to
the honourable member in writ-
Ing.
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SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE

Second Part of Session: Commencement

Sir DAVID BRAND, to the Premier:
Perhaps I should not be asking
a question without notice on the
last day I occupy this seat but
I feel quite sure the Premier would
not mind replying te me.

Firstly, when will the session re-
sume; and, secondly, is there any
substance in the rumour that
there might be another short
session between now and August?

Mr. J. T. TONEKIN replied:
1 would be delighted to oblige the
Leader of the Opposition with an
answer to his question. However,
I am a little surprised that a man
of his experience should be con-
sidering a rumour.

Sir David Brand: My experience is
that one should!

Mr, J. T. TONKIN: I can say dquite
definitely that is not the in-
tention of the Government to call
Parliament together earlier than
the first week in August. I believe
the actual date, without making it
firm, will be the 1st August he-
cause that happens to be & Tues-
day.

Sir David Brand: And my birthday.

PRISONS
Gary Cook: Tuition Fees.

Mr, COURT, to the Premier:

The Minister for Labour informed
me yesterday that he would supply
some information regarding Gary
Cook. I am wondering if in his
absence, the Information has been
made avallable to one of his col-
leagues?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
I regret I have to advise the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition
that I had no knowledge of this
undertaking, and I have no know-
ledge of any arrangements which
might have been made.

ABATTOIRS

Trades and Labor Council and Farmers:

Geraldton

Mr. WILLIAMS, to the Premier:

In view of the fact that the
Geraldton Meat Export Works
have periodic problems with re-
gard to the supply of a sufficient
number of sheep for slaughtering,
does the Government still belleve
that a TLC.-UF.G.A. abattoir
for sheep is a proposition worthy
of investigation for that area?

11.

12.
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Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:

Obviously, the question is one
which should be directed to the
Minister for Agriculture. I shall
refer the question to him and ask
that a reply in writing be supplied
to the honourable member.

NAVAL BASE AT COCKBURN
SOUND

Housing for Personnel

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Housing:

Adverting to my question 31 on

the 1st June—

(1) Does his refusal to agree to
the Navy homes being built
at Rockingham, as preferred
by the Navy Department,
mean he, his Government,
and the commission, put tem-
porary material gain ahead of
the Navy personnel’s comfort,
convenience, and economy?

(2) Will he please explain what
justification there is for not
readily agreeing to obviate
the necessity for Navy per-
sonnel travelling an extra 14
miles to and from work, as
against the commission’s
temporary material gain?

(3} Does this lack of considera-
tion for the Navy personnel
and thelr families imply he
and the comimission consider
these people are second-rate
citizens to be pushed around?

Mr. BICKERTON replied:
(1) No.

(2) Negotiations are taking place
between the State and the
Commonwealth to clarify this
matter.

(3) Certainly not.

MOTIONS
Seconding

. W. A, MANNING, to the Speaker:
You will realise, Mr. Speaker, that
it is impossible to give any notice
of this qguestion, and still less pos-
sible to put it on the notice paper.
I trust you will accept it.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Not unless the mem-

ber for Narrogin is in a hurry.

The SPEAKER: I would remind the
member for Narrogin that ques-
tions to the Speaker are to he on
subjects relating to administra-
tion.

. W. A, MANNING: That is correct,
but I will not have an opportunity
to put my question on a notice
paper.
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Mr. J. T. Tonkin: As an ex-Chairman
of Committees the honourable
member should know hetter than
that.

. W. A. MANNING: My first ques-
tion is: If a motion which reguires
a seconder has not been seconded,
is it properly before the House?

Mr. J,. T, Tonkin: What do you think?

The SPEAKER: The Standing Orders

are only a guide to the Speaker,

The House makes the final
decisions.
Mr. W. A, MANNING: If such s

motion is not properly before the
House why was debate on my
motion for a Select Committee
allowed to commence by calling on
the Attorney-General who was
permitted to complete his speech?

The SPEAKER: This is a matter for
Btanding Orders; it is not a mat-
ter for question time.

Sitting suspended from 3.40 to 4.30 p.m.

MOTOR VEHICLE (THIRD PARTY
INSURANCE) ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Returned

Bill returned from the Council with an
amendment.

Council’s Amendment: In Commitiee

The Deputy Chairman of Committees
(Mr. A, R. Tonkin) in the Chair; Mr, T.
D. Evans (Attorney-General) In charge of
the Bill.

The amendment made by the Council
was as follows:—
Clause 9, page 6, line 19—Delete
subclause (¢) and substitute a new
subclause as follows:—

(e¢) by deleting the passage ‘“before
the Tribunal,” in lines one and
two of subsection (3) and sub-
stituting the passage ‘‘making a
claim for damages, in respect of
the death of or bodily injury
to a person caused by or arising
out of the use of a motor vehicle
against the owner or driver of the
vehicle or against the Trust which
?:ioti,eedings have been entered for
rial”,

Mr. T. D. EVANS: This amendment is,
in essence, the same amendment proposed
by the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
when the Bil! was under econsideration
here. Having regard for the clrcumstances
prevailing at the time, the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition refralned from pressing
this amendment as I gave an undertaking
the Government would be prepared to
accept it in another place. I therefore
move—

That the amendment made by the
Council be agreed to.

1995

Mr. COURT: I thank the Attorney-
General for his remarks, For the sake of
the recerd, I wonder whether he would
comment regarding the additional words
which have heen added in another place.
As I understand it the amendment discus-
sed In this Chamber did not include the
words “which proceedings have been
entered for trial.” I gather that they have
been included to avoid a situatlon where
there is & matter in argument with the
trust and which has not been entered for
trial but someone is trying to cause the
production of the certificates prematurely.
Am 1 correct?

Mr. T, D. EVANS: Yes,

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Report

Resolution reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to
the Council.

BILLS (4): RETURNED

1, District Court of Western Australia
Act Amendment Bill

2. Iron Ore (Hamersley Range) Agree-
ment Act Amendment Bill.

3. Iron Ore (Wittenoom) Aglreement
Bill.

4. Im?ll Ore (Mount Bruce) Agreement
Bill.

Bills returned from

without amendment.

Sitting suspended from 4.40 to 5.55 p.m.

the Council

METROFPOLITAN WATER SUPFPLY,
SEWERAGE, AND DRAINAGE ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Returned

Bill returned from the Council with
amendments.

Council’s Amendments: In Committee

The Depuiy Chairman of Commitiees
(Mr. A. R, Tonkin) in the Chair; Mr.
Jamieson (Minister for Water Supplies) in
charge of the Bill.

The amendments made by the Council
were as follows:—

No. 1.
Clause 6, page 3, line 13—Add after
the word ‘sustained” the passage

“or within such further period as the
Minister may allow".

No. 2.
Clause 7, page 4, lines 1 to 4—De-
lete subsection (3} of proposed new
section 5TE and substitute the follow-
ing-—
(3> (a) Before presenting a re-
commendation to the Governor
pursuant to the provisions of this
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section the Board shall cause the
proposed recommendation to be
laid tbefore each House of Parlia-
ment.

(b) Either House of Parliament
may pass & resolution rejecting
the proposed recommendation, of
which resolution notice has been
given within fourteen sitting days
of such House after the proposed
recommendation has been lald
before it, whether or not the four-
teen days or some of them occur
in the same session of Parliameni
or during the same Parliament as
that in which the proposed re-
commendation is laid before the
House.

(c) The Board shall not present
to the Governor a recommenda-
tion pursuant to the provisions of
this section which—

(i) has not been laid before
each House of Parlia-
ment;

(ii) is before either House of
Parliament and is sub-
ject to rejection; or

(iii) has been rejected.

Mr. JAMIESON: I move—

That amendment No. 1 made by the
Council be agreed to.

When the Bill left this House a time was
specified during which an appeal could be
made to the Minister. However, it is
thought that this specific time might be
restrictive In certaln eircumstances. The
amendment made by the Council does not
seem unreasgngble and I suggest that it
be accepted.

Question put and passed: the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

Mr. JAMIESON: I move—

That amendment No. 2 made by the
Council be agreed to.

This amendment is somewhat different
from the previous one. We dealt at some
length with this matter which relates to
the laying on the Table of the House re-
commendations which are to be made to
the Governor.

The Legislative Council considers that
the proposals should be approved by, or
run the gauntlet of, both Chambers before
they are submitted to the Governor. 1 see
no great difficulty with this provision al-
though there could be occasions when it
would be necessary to proclaim an area
because of pollution.

I would like to add that even after I
have rehashed the unfortunate statement
which appeared in The Sunday Times some
time ago, members in another place are
still quoting it as a basis for their cases.

Once a statement is made, it does not
matter how or where it is denied or who
denies it; ft is always accepted that the
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original statement was more correct than
the denial. That having been the case,
and to placate those who think action
might be taken to the detriment of the
public, it 1s felt by the other place that
this is a greater safeguard.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Report
Resolutions reported, the report adopted,

and a message accordingly returned to the
Counecil.

IRON ORE (RHODES RIDGE)
AGREEMENT AUTHORIZATION BILL

Returned

Bill returned from the Council without
amendment,

TOWN PLANNING AND
DEVELOPMENT ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Council's Message

Message from the Council received and
read notifylng that it had agreed to the
further amendment made by the Assembly
to the Council’s amendment.

LEADER OF THE OPFPOSITION
Retirement of Sir David Brand

MR. J. T. TONKIN (Melville—Premier)
[6.03 p.m.): Mr. Speaker, in view of the
time, I was wondering whether you would
permit me to make a few remarks on the
occasion of the pending retirement of the
Leader of the Opposition, I had intended to
do this when I moved the motion for the
adjournment but, looking at the clock,
that will be extremely difficult, and I
wanted, if possible, to avoid bringing mem-
bers back after the tea suspension.

The SPEAKER: Permission is granted.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I personally regret
that the health of the Leader of the
Opposition has been such as to bring about
what is obviously a premature retirement
from the responsible position he holds.

I remember when Sir David first came
into the Parliament. I have very good
reason to remember it because the pre-
vigus member for Greenough was a man
named Newton who was away in the Air
Foree, and it was owing to Newton’s vote,
cast in England, that I received my first
ministertal appointment. Unfortunately,
Newton was kllled and was never able to
take his seat. Sir David came in as the
member for Greenough.

I have watched Sir David’s career since
he has been in the House. I have always
had a fondness for him for some reason
or another. Perhaps I cannot say why;
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nevertheless 1t is a fact. Doubtless it is
due to the personal qualities he possesses.
With the exception of one occaslon—to
which I do not intend to make any further
reference—we have always been on the
friendliest terms.

i1(!11 his play As You Like It, Shakespeare
sajid—

All the world’s a stage,
And all the men and women merely

players:

They have their exits and their
enirances;

And one man in his fime plays many
parts . . .

That 1s very true. Sir David has played
many parts in his time, and, I would say,
all with credit to himself and satisfaction
to those whom he has served,

He was not long in the position of
Leader of the Opposition—a mere two
years, I think, Previously he had been
addressing himself to responsibilities as a
Minister, and he was subsequently elevated
to the position of leader of his party in
Government. He has filled that position
with credit to himself and, doubtless, with
satisfaction to his party; otherwise he
would never have retained the position for
such a long period.

During his time as Premier the State
inade unprecedented erowth. Ii was
exciting for anyone to be the head of the
Government in such circumstances and
at such a time, People who saw Perth 10
or 12 years ago and who have come back
since can scarcely recoghise the skyline.
That is indicative of the State's expansion
and growth, and it must have been a tre-
mendous satisfaction to Sir David and his
Ministers and supporters to have been in
the positions they held during the time of
such buoyancy and growth.

Having had a record term of office, Sir
David has made a niche for himself in
history and one of which the members of
his family and his friends will be proud.
So he lays down the cares of office. There
are cares attached to the job as Leader of
the Opposition—and I speak from exper-
ience-—just as there are cares attached to
being the Premier of the State,

Sir David takes with him in his retire.
ment from this job the goodwill and appre-
ciation of very many people for the way
in which he has conducted himself as
Premier of the State and Leader of the
Opposition. I know I express the wish of
everybody when I say I hope his health will
improve angd that he will be long spared
to enjoy the fruits of his lzbour and the
plaudits of those who have been associated
with him.

[LApplause.]
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MR. COURT (Nedlands—Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) (608 pm.): Mr.
Speaker, for us this js something of a
sad occaslon because our leader, who has
our absolute affection, regard, and trust,
has decided to retire from this position. If
I may, I would like to record in this Cham-
ber a few comments on behalf of my col-
leagues. We will, of course, be saying
something of & more personal nature at a
function we have arranged, as would be
expected, but there are some matters
directly related to the work and career of
Sir David Brand which I believe should
be recorded here.

Australia is a young and developing
country--a fairly rugged country. It is
guite different from the cld world. I belleve
in the short history of Australia we have
thrown up some quite remarkable men.
The most remarkable thing about them is
that they have often been men of very
humble beginnings who have not had the
benefit of a higher academic education. But
they have had the great virtues of wisdom
and common sense which are so important
in the development of & young country. In
times of war and peace, Australia, and
Western Australia particularly, has thrown
up some very fine men,

Sir David Brand has been one of the
finest of these men. I speak as one who
has worked In partnership with him for a
long period in Oppesition, in Government,
and now in Opposition again.

I have dealt with many people in the
business world, in the industrial world, in
the commercial world, and in the finaneial
world; but I have never found anyone
with a better capacity than Sir David has
to grasp a situation, whether it be human,
industrial, or regarding a matter of
development. I have never met anyone who
could grasp a situation as quickly and as
effectively as he can. Probably I have seen
more of this side of him than most. I think
it is fair enough to record in this place
that on the occasions when I have found
it necessary to go to him with schemes—
at times only ideas and sometimes only
“dreams”—I have found that he is one of
the few people who is gble to ahsorb the
concept and express a balanced view, The
most remarkable thing is that he is able
to retain the details of the proposal o a
degree of which he s probably not con-
scious.

In a more facetious vein, I would say
that if I went along to him and discussed
a scheme with him and then returned
six months later with a slight variation
of the same scheme he would say, “When
you discussed that with me on that Sun-
day afternoon some time ago I thought it
was a little different.” He always put it in
a gentle yet firm way and jet me know
that it was not quite what we discussed in
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the first place. Sir David’s Ministers appre-
clated that great attribute, probably with-
out his being aware of it.

Sir David has served his country with
great distinction in times of war as well
as in times of peace. He is & man who has
had the unique experience—which I be-
lieve is vital in a young, developing coun-
try—of starting from the beginning; he
has a humble rural background, and also
a mining background—and members will
appreciate that he undertook some of the
physically hard work involved in mining.
He served as a private soldier and as an
N.C.O. during the war, which is about the
most levelling experience I am aware of
--—aptt,a,rt from being a member of Parlia-
ment.

Subsequently Sir David accepted the
responsibility of being a parliamentarian.
He was, of course, unique in Australia be-
cause he was the first man elected to Par-
liament as a member of the Liberal Party
as reconstituted under Sir Robert Menzies.

I would like to say that we have a tre-
mendous affection and regard for him.
We have leamed to understand his great
capacity and to appreciate his tolerance
and patience. I think all those who have
been members of a coalition know that a
leader is required who understands the
problems, not only of the individual but
of the respective constituent parts of the
coalition.

I want Sir David to know that
his colleagues on this side of the House
appreciate all that he has done. Naturally
we regret that his health has not permitted
him to carry on; that is the only factor
which has made it necessary for him to
retire. Certainly he is not retiring through
any lack of affection, support, trust, or
confidence on our part,

Sir David has a natural wisdom not
given to many people, This is something
quite different from the high degree of
education some people have. I believe
wisdom is something very few people have
to the same degree as our leader. There-
fore, we are delighted that the Premier
has seen fit to speak as he did about
Sir David, and we thank him for doing
so because he has again emphasised in
our minds the fact that our leader is a
great man who has left his imprint on
this Parliament and on the State. He has
conducted himself with dignity in every
task he has undertaken.

I would be remiss If I did not refer to
the debt that we, and the State, owe to
Lady Brand. She has been remarkable
in the example she has set. When we
were the Ministry she set a remarkable
example for the wives of Cabinet Minis-
ters and other women of the State. It
has been my privilege to travel a great
deal in the course of my ministerial duties,
and everywhere I went where Sir David
and Lady Brand had been I heard nothing
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but enthusiastic praise of them, whether
it be in New York, London, on the Conti-
nent, or in Japan. Somehow or other they
always managed to leave behind an im-
pression of what real Western Australians
look like, and how they think and act. 1
think this is to their t{remendous credit
and it was certainly a great advantage
to the State.

S0 we would like to record our apprecia-
tion and our debt of gratitude to Sir David
and Lady Brand for what they have done
not only in the parliamentary sphere in
this State, but for the State itself and
the whole of Australia. We wish them well.
We know that Sir David now has a lesser
burden than he has had in the past—
and in the past he has had & great burden
because he always takes life and the prob-
lems of other people very seriously indeed.
We hope that relieved of some of his bur-
dens he will make a quick recovery and
live a long life doing things which are
interesting and rewarding to him and
Lady Brand.

[Applause.]

MR. NALDER (Ksatanning) [6.16 p.m.]:
I would like to add my remarks to those
already made by the Premier and the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition, and to
say that it 1s with very great regret
we learned that Sir David feels it neces-
sary to retire from the responsible posi-
tions of Leader of the Liberal Party and
Leader of the Opposition.

Sir David has had a long and dis~
tinguished career in politics. He ranks
third amongst the members of this Parlia-
ment in the number of years he has served
the State, coming after the Premier and
the Deputy Premier. After his election to
Parliament he spent a couple of years as
a private member, and then was appointed
party whip. It was not long before he be-
came & Minister in the McLarty-Watts
Government. He was elected as Leader of
the Opposition in 1857, and in 1959 became
the Premier of the State,

Many people have questioned me about
the secret of the success of his leadership.
I could sum it up in this manner: I think
he has the touch of the common man. He
has always been prepared to come down
to earth whenever he is approached by any
person. I believe this is the secret of suc-
cess which has caused Sir David to be held
in the highest regard by the people of
this State and of the Commonwealth.

During my nine years as Deputy Premier
I had the opportunity to get to know Dave
as a friend. I found him to be a man who
is approachable at any time. On many
occasions I found it necessary to phone
him at awkward hours of the day and
night, and he was always prepared to dis-
cuss matters which required immediate
attention.
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Having been Acting Premier for nearly
twelve months during those nine years, 1
have learned to appreciate the responsi-
bility Sir David held as Premier of this
State. I understand how he was required
to deal with so many important matiers
which came his way on s¢ many occasions.

I think another reason for Sir David’s
success is the fact that he is always pre-
pared to listen to evervone's peint of view.
I know that members of the present
Government would appreciate the prob-
lems of Government. They would know
that when matters are taken to Cabinet it
is necessary to discuss them and make a
decision; then perhaps it is necessary to
have further discussions and to make
further decisions, and so on. Sir David
was always prepared to listen attentively
and patiently to the contribution of every
member. Very rarely during that period
did Sir David tell the Cabinet that he
would take over and make his own de-
cision. Mind you, Mr. Speaker, on a
number of occasions when this did occur,
it was the best thing that could have
happened. Very rarely did Sir David say,
“Leave it to me; I will handle it.” Sir
David has referred to one or two of those
occasions himself,

When the previous Government came
to office in 1959 it held the reins of Gov-
ernment for the long period of 12 years.
It was during that period that Sir David
made a very wonderful contribution {o the
rapid development that took place and is
taking place in Western Australia, This
development has been mentioned and
emphasised by the Premier, and I apprec-
iate his remarks in this regard.

Sir David has made history in being the
longest serving Premier to hold that posi-
tion in Western Australia. We in the
Ceountry Party have been very proud, in-
deed, to be associated with him during all
that period. On behalf of the members
of the Country Party and the many people
throughout the State whom we represent,
I join with the Premier, and Deputy
Leader of the Opposition, in wishing Sir
David and Lady Brand good health and
many long years of relaxation and en-
jovment in whatever interests they may
choose to pursue in the future.

SIR DAVID BRAND (Greenough—
Leader of the Opposition) [6.22 pm.):
Firstly I would like to express my thanks
for the gracious words which the Premier
has just uttered in regard to myself. In
the same way I extend my gratitude to
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition and
to the Leader of the Country Party for
their kind words. One cannot help but re-
flect very seriously on what has been said.

I suppose that on such important geca-
sions one’s mind goes back to certain in-
cidents and certain periods of one's life.
On this occasion my mind goes back to
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the days when I squatted on an upturned
bucket to milk a cow in a very dilapidated
shed. I did that because it was necessary
for us to produce milk and to sell the milk
in Mullewa in order that we might buy
food. I do not say that with any emotion,
but I want to emphasise to those who
have said so0 many kind words about me
how humble I feel.

As I have often said to Cabinet mem-
bers, and no doubt the Ministers of the
present Cabinet have heard the same
statement, we are just 12 ordinary people
from all over the State and fromm many
walks of life who have heen elected to
Cabinet and given the full responsibility
to govern the State.

This is a great State with a wonderful
future, It will only remain great if we be-
lieve in its future and in the vast oppor-
tunities that lie ahead. It will remain great
if we are prepared to work and to pro-
duce in order that we may be able to enjoy
a better way of life. We must recognise
ourselves as part of a team that must
produce something out of this country, be
we unionists or millionaires, We have to
produce more and more before we are en-
titled to ask for more and more.

It is important that in Australia, in
Britain, and, in fact, in all democratic
countries of the world the people do not
make excessive demands, or turn the world
into chaos through demanding more and
more from the world than is ppssible to
produce. I hope that in Australia in par-
ticular there will be an acceptance or a
recognition of this axiom: that if we go
on demanding and striking for more, it
will only end up in a very unfortunate
situation for those who can least affoxd
and are least able to stand it.

We are all made differently. I have a
certain philosophy; I do not know from
where I got it, but it was probably born
in me. I think I have just expressed it.
How I became the Premier 1 will never
know. Often I had to pinch myself to make
me appreciate that I was sitting in the
chair of the Premier and the Leader of
this House.

I have already said how gratefut I am
to the Premier and io everyone in this
State for their kind expressions. I want
them all to know I am very grateful for
all the personal help that has been given
to me by all those who were in a position
to give it. I step down with no ill feeling.
I am a little sad at so doing, but neverthe-
less I recognised the time had come for me
to make & decision to step down.

I want to express my gratitude for the
knighthood that has been bestowed on me.
It is an honour which has been hestowed
on me for reasons I do not understandg;
and initially I found it difficult to live up
to the status. However, as time went on
it became somewhat natural.
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I am grateful for the many letters that
T received on that occasion. I am also very
grateful for all the letters I have received
since I announced my retirement. I read
the letters, and read them over again.
All T can hope is that I will be able to
live up to all that has been said of me.

I am not one of those fortunate persons
who are born great; I was fortunate to
have greatness thrust upon me. Anybody
who is placed in such a position should
strive to do his bhest and as soon as he
can, without placing a price on his efforts.
That is the key to success.

It was my experience to he the Premier
of the State over a period in which many
eminent men administered local govern-
ment. I refer to the recently retired Lord
Mayor of Perth (Sir Thomas Wardle) and
to his successor (Mr. E. H. Lee-Steere);
and also to the recently retired Mayor of
Fremantle (Sir Frederick Samson). I sin-
cerely regret not having been able to
attend his farewell function. I pay tribute
to these really great men who all seem to
have faith in the State, a great sense of
humour and a determination to do what
they can while they can.

In this regard I should also mention
the past Mayor of Bunbury who took over
the reins of local government and set
things going in that part of the State, He
has since retired. I trust he will continue to
play an important part in the community.
To all those gentlemen I wish them well
In their retirement from local government.

As we are short of time I conclude by
expressing my thanks for the kind and
generous words that have been uttered
about me. All that I can ask is that we
continue to be a friendly and happy group
of people. I repeat that the future of
this Statz is great and I believe that de-
velopment will proceed rapidly—whether
it be the bringing of water and gas from
the north, or the development of nuclear
energy for power. I believe all these de-
velopments will come.

Let us battle on and try to achieve the
great things to which I have referred, and
malntain the good fellowship and under-
standing which I have always experienced.
I went to Sunday school, I went to church,
and I was a Boy Scout, and I would like
to say to one and all that anyone wha has
had similar experiences would have no
regrets at all, no matter how far, in the
course of time, he might fall from ‘'grace”
or how maeny mistakes he might make.
One should have faith in one's self and
others, and I am not preaching a sermon.
These are very important matters, and they
are material things which we have to do.

We had an clection this moming and it
is my great pleasure to say to the members
of this House that Mr. Charles Court has
been elected Leader of the Liberal Party
and, presumably, he will be the Leader of
the Opposition in due course. The deputy
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leader elect is Mr. Des O'Neil. I am sure
the House will receive full co-operation
from these two men. They are certainly
both men of efficiency, determination, and
dedication and men who will, in the full-
ness of time, prove to be equal to those
who went before them. I wish them well
in the future,

Coming nearer home, I wish to record
my deep appreciation of the co-operation,
help, and personal interest of the people
of the Greenough electorate. Without their
support I could never have become Premier
of our State—a vprivilege which so few
people have enjoyed.

Once again, I thank members for their
generous remarks and kindly references
to my wife and to me.

(Applause.]

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

MR. J. T. TONKIN (Melville—Premier)
[6.43 pm.l: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn
until a date and hour to be fixed by
the Speaker.

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 6.44 pm.

Legislative Tomril

Tuesday, the 1st August, 1972

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C. Diver)
took the Chair at 4.30 p.m. and read
prayers.

BILLS (20): ASSENT

Messages from the Governor recelved
and read notifying assent to the following
Bills:—

1. Aboriginal Affairs Planning Authority
Bill.

2. State Trading Concerns Act Amend-
ment Bill.

9. West Kambalda Railway Bill.

4, Child Welfare Act Amendment Bill
(Ng. 2).

5. Public Trustee Act Amendment Bill

8, Wood Distillation and Charcoal Iron
and Steel Industty Act Amendment
Bill.

7. Iron Ore (Goldsworthy-Nimingarra)
Agreement Bill.

8. Community Welfare Bill,
9. Stamp Act Amendment Bill.
10, Hospitals Act Amendment Bill.

11. Town Planning and Development Act
Amendment Bill,



